
BAYFIELD COUNTY:  25 x25 ENERGY CONSERVATION COMMITMENT

Energy efforts will continue in Bayfield County in 2022 with the construction of a Micro-Grid for 
the courthouse and annex with supplemental solar and battery backup included.  Bayfield 
County also applied for a feasibility study to keep the Highway and Forestry buildings powered 
during power outages, again utilizing solar and a battery backup and possible generator.  

In 2007 Bayfield County adopted the State of Wisconsin



Over the past decade the county has incrementally added conservation practices, renewable 
energy and alternate energy to reduce carbon emissions and save county taxpayers dollars.  
Nine different solar projects were implemented over this time with funding coming from both 
grant and county budgets.  A listing of the projects is shown here:

2021 was a big year for solar at the Jail complex.  Solar contributions continued to be significant
to Jail electrical bills, increasing from 32% of overall usage to 38% in the first seven months of 
the year. These charts highlight the change seen from 2020 to 2021.

JAIL ELECTRIC USAGE, 2020 V 2021, FIRST 7 MONTHS



In addition to actual energy produced, solar together with conservation practices has helped 
reduce utility 



The chart below highlights monthly bills before and after solar at the jail.  The July 2019 electric 
utility bill was over $5000, the July 2020 bill less than half that.

2020-2021 ELECTRIC BILLS AT THE BAYFIELD COUNTY JAIL

The value of Solar to date (Jan-July 2021) is estimated at $8,540 for the first 
seven months of the year.



County Board and Community members visit the Xcel Ashland Solar Garden for its 2-year
anniversary.




