TOWN OF IRON RIVER

TABLE OF CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6
ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10
HOUSING. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
AGRICULTURAL, NATURAL, AND CULTURAL RESOURCES .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 30
TRANSPORTATION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 40
UTILITIES AND COMMUNITY FACILITIES.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 46
INTERGOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 70
LAND USE. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 80
IMPLEMENTATION.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100
APPENDIX .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 112
AERIAL MAP.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 113
EXISTING LAND USE MAP.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 114
FUTURE LAND USE MAP.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 115
NATURAL RESOURCE MAP. .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 116
BIKE ROUTE MAP.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 117

Acknowledgements
This Plan was developed in cooperation with Bayfield County, the Town
Board, the Plan Commission and the consulting firm of Short Elliott
Hendrickson, Inc. (SEH®).

Town Board
Rusty Williams – chair
Jim DeRosia – supervisor
Cassie Fleming – supervisor
Helen Hyde – clerk

Plan Commission
Kim Hamilton
Cassie Fleming
Jim DeRosia
Rick Forsythe
Scott Weyandt
Corey St. Germain
Joel St. Germain
Pat St. Germain
John Joseph

County Staff
Karl Kastrosky, Plan Director
Mark Abeles-Alison, County Administrator
Travis Tulowitzky, County Plan
Mike Furtak, County Plan
Doug Casina, County Plan
Rob Schierman, County Plan
Tim Kane, UW-Extension Office

SEH Consultants
Michael Darrow, Project Manager
Todd Ochsner, Community Development Specialist
Allyz Kramer, Sr. Biologist
Michael Steuernagel, Sr. GIS Technician
Dan Jochum, Sr. Planner
Veronica Anderson, Land Use Planner
Jennifer Darnall, Sr. Graphic Designer
Amanda Janzen, Planning Intern
Final Adopted Comprehensive Plan, Adopted April 12, 2012

1.
INTRODUCTION

6

Town of Iron River

Introduction

Planning Scope
The 1999 Wisconsin Legislative Act 9
created a framework in the State of
Wisconsin for community planning.
In addition, the law created a
planning grant program intended
to help local governments (cities,
towns, and villages) with the cost
of producing new and/or updated
comprehensive plans. There are
nine elements of a comprehensive
plan that must be addressed under
the current planning legislation.
These nine elements include the
following:
•

Issues and Opportunities

•

Housing

•

Transportation

•

Utilities and Community
Facilities

•

Agricultural, Natural and
Cultural Resources

•

Economic Development

•

Land Use

•

Intergovernmental
Cooperation

•

Implementation

According to Wisconsin Statute,
the comprehensive plan shall be
made with the general purpose
of guiding and accomplishing
a coordinated, adjusted, and
harmonious development of the
community. In accordance with
existing and future needs, the
comprehensive plan will promote
public health, safety, and general
welfare of the entire community.
For additional policies, goals and
objectives, please consult the
Bayfield County 2010 Imagine
Bayfield Plan.

What is a Comprehensive
Plan?
The Town of Iron River
Comprehensive Plan offers
broad look at the elements of
housing, land use, transportation,
natural environment, utilities and
community facilities, economic
development, issues and
opportunities, intergovernmental
cooperation, implementation. This
plan offers a “30,000 foot” elevated
look at the Town related to trends
and future needs through a series
of goals and policies. The intent
of this plan is to offer guidance to
the residents, stakeholders and
landowners of the Town of Iron
River as well as to ensure the longterm health, safety and well-being
of the Town.

The Town of Iron River
Comprehensive Plan offers
broad look at the elements
of housing, land use,
transportation, natural
environment, utilities and
community facilities, economic
development, issues and
opportunities, intergovernmental
cooperation, implementation.
This plan offers a “30,000
foot” elevated look at the Town
related to trends and future
needs through a series of goals
and policies.

Introduction
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The Town of Iron River
Planning Process and Public
Involvement
The Town of Iron River is committed
to an open public involvement/
outreach program that invites
participation from all residents at
every level in the decision-making
process. The Town will continue
to engage the community in the
development of planning related
items and tasks that are discussed
in the Comprehensive Plan.
Meeting notices for all Plan
Commission meetings were
advertised and open to the public.
A public comment period was also
used at all meetings to solicit input
from residents.
In 2008, the Town of Iron River
began the process of updating
its Comprehensive Plan. This
Town plan seeks to create goals,
policies and implementation
strategies for the next ten years.
From August 2008 to November
2009, the Town of Iron River,
along with 13 other towns and
Bayfield County held community
meetings and sought input on the
planning process related to the
Town Comprehensive Plan. It was
during these meetings that input
related to issues and opportunities,
land use, housing, economic
development, transportation,
8
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utilities and community facilities,
natural and cultural resources and
implementation strategies were
identified and developed.
Based upon the steering
committee’s input as well as an
understanding of the project
scope, a set of planning objectives
was outlined as a part of the
Comprehensive Plan process:
1. Make certain that the
information presented as
part of this process was
developed in a transparent
fashion. The use of a
project website, community
meetings, monthly steering
committee meetings, a
county-wide survey, open
house meetings and a
public hearing were key to
the successful completion of
this Plan.
2. Create uniform land use
classifications that are
clearly identified within the
Town Plan.
3. Work with the County
to ensure that the
goals, objectives and
implementation strategies
are obtainable and realistic.

Community engagement activities
were an essential aspect of the
Iron River Comprehensive Plan.
Below is a review of the community
meetings and engagement
activities associated with the plan.
•

Monthly community
meetings held the last
Wednesday and Thursday of
each month from October
2008-October 2009.

•

Community Survey sent to
over 15,000 land owners
within Bayfield County.
The survey was also made
available online.

•

Community open house
meetings held in December
2008, April 2009 and July
2009. A public hearing was
also held in November 2009.

•

All information related to the
plan was available through
the project website.

Introduction
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2.
ISSUES AND
OPPORTUNITIES
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Issues and Opportunities

Strengths

Key Issues

•

Recreation and lakes

Numerous issues were discussed
throughout the planning
process and preparation of the
comprehensive plan. These items
were formulated at during steering
committee meetings throughout
the planning process.

•

Small town

•

Downtown area

•

Volunteer fire department

•

Geography of area – lakes,
wetlands, public lands

•

Community center

Issues and Opportunities
•

Provide design standards for
the downtown area (limit
signs, reduce speeds, traffic
circulation and building
standards).

Weaknesses
•

Limited job opportunities for
young adults

•

Little low to moderate
housing

Preservation of lakes, streams
and waterbodies within the
Town of Iron River.

•

Need better job availability

•

Slow economy/lack of
economic diversity

•

ATV and snowmobile access
within the Town.

•

Aging population/lack of
younger economic base

•

Lake development and lake
recreational use can lead to
water quality issues.

•

Conflicting land uses

•

Lack of retail and industrial
uses

The following list represents all of
the issues that were generated by
the tables of participants. The issues
will be prioritized by how many
votes they received.

•

Need for better
environmental protection

•

Opportunities
•

New business growth

•

Tourism/market outdoor
growth

•

Promote outdoor recreation
activities

Issues and Opportunities
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The issues and comments
stated above reflect the vision
of the community and what
characteristics of the Town of Iron
River are important to address
in the Comprehensive Plan.
These issues were the guiding
forces for developing the goals
and objectives presented in this
Comprehensive Plan.

Vision statements, goals,
objectives, and policies must be
adhered to and implemented to
fully achieve the future vision of
the community.
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Many of the issues and comments
are inter-related. Throughout
the planning process, the Plan
Commission was challenged to
identify strategies which balance
and address these different issues.
These issues and concerns should
not preclude the discussion of
additional issues at future planning
meetings. Furthermore, future
efforts should be made to solicit
additional public input on a
regular basis and updates to the
Comprehensive Plan should be
made as deemed necessary.

Vision Statements
The following vision statements
have been prepared for the Town
of Iron River. These statements are
intended to assist the Town Plan
Commission, Town Board and
Bayfield County in decision making
for future housing, transportation,
agriculture, natural resources, and
cultural resources, utilities and
community facilities, economic
development, intergovernmental
cooperation, and land use
activities in the Town.
Supporting goals and objectives
for each planning element are
presented in the following chapters.
These vision statements, goals,
objectives, and policies must be
adhered to and implemented to
fully achieve the future vision of the
community.

Housing Vision Statement
In the future, housing choices
in the Town of Iron River will be
sufficient to meet the supply and
demands of residents. Residential
development should occur in areas
suitable for such development and
existing infrastructure should be
utilized when possible. In lakeshore
areas residential development,
both year-round and seasonal,
will be located and designed to
complement the natural beauty of

the area while minimizing impacts
on water quality.

Economic Development Vision
Statement

Transportation Vision Statement

Economic development will
continue to be in harmony with
the Town’s built and natural
environments, including lakeshore
developments, commercial and
industrial development of all sizes.
A wide range of employment
opportunities, which offer a livingwage, will exist for Town residents
that are in close proximity to their
homes.

The Town of Iron River along with
Bayfield County and WisDOT
will provide a safe and efficient
local, regional, and state-wide
transportation system. The roadway
network will complement the
land use vision and provide an
appropriate level of service to
sustain community residents and
businesses.

Agricultural, Natural, and
Cultural Resources Vision
Statement
The Town of Iron River will retain its
small town character by promoting
a continued mix of open and
natural areas, and lakeshore
development. Development will
be in harmony with the natural
environment to ensure these
resources are protected for future
generations.

Utilities and Community Facilities
Vision Statement
All developments within the Town
will be served by adequate,
efficient, and cost-effective utilities
and community facilities, which
will beneficial the quality of life for
residents.

Intergovernmental Cooperation
Vision Statement
The Town will work cooperatively
with the neighboring towns,
Bayfield County, school districts,
and state agencies to provide
residents with a wide variety of
cost-efficient, non-duplicative
services for the betterment of all
residents.

The Town of Iron River will
maintain a high quality of life,
while maintaining its “small
town” atmosphere and character.

Land Use Vision Statement
The Town of Iron River will
maintain a high quality of life,
while maintaining its “small town”
atmosphere and character.

Issues and Opportunities
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Town of Iron River Demographic Profile

Historical Population and Population Projections
The population of the Town of Iron River had a modest increase of 64 people
between 2000 and 2010. This was 6.1 percent increase.
In the table below, population projections generated by the Wisconsin
Department of Administration (WI DOA) – are displayed through 2030. WI
DOA indicates a reasonably large increase in population from 2010 to 2030
(23.5%). It should be noted that these population figures are mathematical
calculations only and by no means establish the town’s population for the
coming years. Projections are based on existing data and past trends in an
attempt to foresee coming trends and do not establish exact population
figures for the future.
Table 1: Historic Population and Population Projections, 1950 – 2030
US

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

850

711

716

891

901

1,059

1,123

2020

2030

1,298

1,387

Census
WI DOA
Source: US Census Bureau and WI DOA

Since 1980, the town has maintained a relatively stable population. The
Census 2010 indicates a population of 1,123 permanent year-round residents
and projections indicate an increase to 1,387 permanent residents for the
year 2030.
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Age Trends
Several age cohorts have lost population as a percentage. The following
cohorts experienced losses as a percentage: Under 5, 5 to 9, 20-24, and
35 to 44. The most significant loss occurred in the 35 to 44 year old cohort
where there was an approximately four percent decrease from 2000 to 2010.
While the other decreases in percentage of population are rather small
and can more than likely be attributed to normal changes in demography,
the four percent decrease in the 35 to 44 year old cohort has other factors.
The most obvious reason for the decline in this age cohort is the lack of
high paying quality jobs for young professionals and families. This trend is
happening throughout the County where young educated professionals
are going to larger Metropolitan Areas to find jobs. This trend is somewhat
alarming because if this cohort is leaving there is likely to be fewer children
in the future because these people are going elsewhere to raise families,
as we are seeing in the youngest age cohorts. This area is also a popular
retirement destination, which is reflected in the increases in population seen
in all of the age cohorts of above the age of 44.
Age Distribution 2000 and 2010
Sex and Age

2000
Number

2010
Percent

Number

Percent

Male

526

49.7

558

49.7

Female

533

50.3

565

50.3

Under 5 years

60

5.7

49

4.4

5 to 9 years

61

5.8

41

3.7

10 to 14 years

59

5.6

75

6.7

15 to 19 years

52

4.9

55

4.9

20 to 24 years

43

4.1

35

3.1

25 to 34 years

89

8.4

104

9.2

35 to 44 years

154

14.5

121

10.8

45 to 54 years

161

15.2

187

16.6

55 to 59 years

72

6.8

97

8.6

60 to 64 years

64

6.0

90

8.0

65 to 74 years

138

13.0

148

13.2

75 to 84 years

79

7.5

87

7.6

85 years and Over

27

2.5

36

3.2

46.0

X

49.6

100.0

Median Age (years)

Issues and Opportunities
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Education Levels
According to the 2000 Census, approximately 86 percent of Town of Iron
River residents were high school graduates or higher. Approximately 16
percent had a bachelor’s degree or higher. By comparison, 87 percent of
Bayfield County residents are at least high school graduates and 22 percent
have a bachelor’s degree or higher.

Figure 2-2 2000 Median Household Income
$50,000

$43,791

$45,000

In 1990, approximately 76 percent of residents were high school graduates or
higher. Approximately 13 percent has a bachelor’s degree or higher. There
has been significant improvement in educational attainment from 1990 to
2000 in Iron River.

$40,000

$33,390

$35,000
$30,000

$28,796

$25,000
$20,000
$15,000

Income Levels

$10,000
$5,000
$0
Iron River

Bayfield County

Wisconsin

Figure 2-1 Educational Attainment
100%

The median household income for the Town of Iron River was $28,796
according to the 2000 Census. This compares to $33,390 for all of Bayfield
County. In 1990 the median family income for Iron River was $16,942. This is an
increase of 116 percent between 1990 and 2000.

90%

Household Characteristics

80%
70%

Percent

60%
50%

Town of Iron River
Bayfield County
Wisconsin

40%
30%
20%
10%
0%
High school graduate or higher

Bachelor's degree or higher

An analysis of the households of a community helps establish an
understanding of the community’s character and provides insight into
community life. Understanding household composition and conditions is
essential to assessing future needs of the inhabitants of the community.
The 2010 Census identifies 526 households in the Town of Iron River. Of this
total, 332 (approximately 63 percent) are identified as family households. This
is an increase of 20 households from 2000 (312 in 2000). This is a 6.4 percent
increase which represents a significant housing investment in the Town of
Iron River from 2000 to 2010. The Town is projected to see an approximate 36
percent increase in households from 2010 to 2030.
The following table projects the number of households from 2000 to 2030.
Table 3: Town of Iron River Household Projections: 2000 to 2030
Census 2000
485
Source: WI DOA
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Census 2010

2015
Projection

2020
Projection

2025
Projection

2030
Projection

526

620

660

694

717

Employment Characteristics
Many Iron River residents (22 percent) are employed in the educational
services, and health care and social assistance industries. This is reflective
of an elderly population that requires additional assistance and services.
Other popular industries among Iron River residents are retail trade, and arts,
entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services.
INDUSTRY EMPLOYMENT

Number

Percent

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, mining

3

0.7%

Construction

37

9.0%

Manufacturing

21

5.1%

Wholesale Trade

19

4.6%

Retail Trade

73

17.8%

Transportation, and warehousing, and utilities

34

8.3%

Information

7

1.7%

Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and leasing

10

2.4%

Professional, scientific, and management, and administrative and waste

31

7.6%

Educational services, and health care and social assistance

90

22.0%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food services

68

16.6%

Other Services, Except Public Administration

9

2.2%

Public Administration

7

1.7%

409

100.0%

management services

Iron River residents tend to be employed in management, business, science,
and arts occupations. Nearly 30 percent of Iron River residents are employed
in this type of occupation.
OCCUPATIONS EMPLOYMENT

Number

Percent

Management, business, science, arts

120

29.3%

Service

79

19.3%

Sales and Office

94

23.0%

Natural Resources, Construction, and maintenance operations

52

12.7%

Production, transportation, and material moving

64

15.6%

409

100.0%

Issues and Opportunities
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The Northwest Wisconsin Workforce Development Area (WDA) employment
by industry projections are shown below. The industry in this region expected
to have the highest growth rate from 2008 to 2018 is Hospitals, with an
expected increase of nearly 17 percent. This is reflective of the aging
population, and the need for services that allow elderly populations remain
in the area throughout their retirement years. The other industry expected to
grow substantially by 2018 is the Education and Health Services industry, with
a projected increase of over 13 percent.
Northwest Wisconsin Workforce Development Area Industry Employment
Projections, 2008-2018
Employment(1)
Industry Title

2008
Estimate

2018
Projection

Change

%
Change

68,200

70,380

2,180

3.2%

3,130

3,270

150

4.6%

Manufacturing

12,360

11,280

- 1,080

- 8.8%

Wood Product Manufacturing

4,380

4,040

- 340

- 7.7%

Machinery Manufacturing

1,800

1,730

- 70

- 4.1%

Total, All Nonfarm Industries
Construction/Mining/Natural Resources

Food Manufacturing

1,430

1,430

0

0.1%

Trade

10,420

10,400

- 30

- 0.2%

1,950

2,030

90

4.4%
3.4%

General Merchandise Stores
Transportation and Utilities (Including US Postal)

4,210

4,360

140

Financial Activities

2,180

2,220

30

1.6%

Education and Health Services (Including State

13,370

15,130

1,760

13.2%

5,850

5,930

80

1.3%

2,120

2,480

360

16.9%

Leisure and Hospitality

7,960

8,430

470

5.9%

Information/Prof. Services/Other Services

6,690

7,170

480

7.2%

Government (Excluding US Postal, State and

7,880

8,130

250

3.2%

and Local Government)
Educational Services (Including State and
Local Government)
Hospitals (Including State and Local
Government)

Local Education and Hospitals)(2)
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Occupation employment projections for the Northwest Wisconsin WDA
indicate that the largest occupational employment increase is projected
to be in Healthcare Support Organizations and Personal Care and Service
occupations, both expected to see over 22 percent increases in employment.
Again, this is consistent with an aging population. The Food Preparation
and Serving Related occupations are projected to have the most annual
openings. As seen, there are relatively low paying occupations that do not
typically require much training, therefore persons filling these positions tend to
be very mobile when better opportunities present themselves.

Issues and Opportunities
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Northwest Workforce Development Area Occupational Projections, 2008-2018
Estimated Employment(1)
Occupational Title

Estimated Salary and
Wages

Annual Openings
Replacements(2)

75th
percentile

2018

Change

%
Change

Management Occupations

2,640

2,600

- 40

- 1.5%

0

70

70

$ 21.45

$ 30.87

$ 42.40

Business and Financial Operations
Occupations

2,360

2,560

200

8.5%

20

50

70

$ 16.48

$ 22.29

$ 28.84

Computer and Mathematical
Occupations

810

880

70

8.6%

10

20

30

$ 20.51

$ 25.02

$ 30.58

Architecture and Engineering
Occupations

920

910

- 10

- 1.1%

0

20

20

$ 19.73

$ 25.25

$ 31.88

Life, Physical, and Social Science
Occupations

580

620

40

6.9%

<5

20

20

$ 17.40

$ 23.06

$ 30.50

Community and Social Services
Occupations

920

1,050

130

14.1%

10

20

30

$ 13.89

$ 18.00

$ 22.54

Legal Occupations

New
Jobs

25th
50th
Total(3) percen- percentile
tile

2008

240

250

10

4.2%

<5

<5

<5

$ 15.24

$ 17.56

$ 20.31

4,120

4,320

200

4.9%

20

90

110

$ 13.48

$ 19.57

$ 25.42

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports, and
Media Occupations

690

740

50

7.2%

10

20

30

$ 9.86

$ 13.77

$ 19.23

Healthcare Practitioners and Technical
Occupations

3,100

3,560

460

14.8%

50

60

110

$ 16.38

$ 23.99

$ 33.23

Healthcare Support Occupations

2,200

2,690

490

22.3%

50

20

70

$ 9.34

$ 11.11

$ 13.74

Protective Service Occupations

2,160

2,300

140

6.5%

10

70

80

$ 10.64

$ 15.58

$ 21.12

Food Preparation and Serving Related
Occupations

7,060

7,500

440

6.2%

40

250

290

$ 7.44

$ 8.42

$ 10.10

Building and Grounds Cleaning and
Maintenance Occupations

2,140

2,090

- 50

- 2.3%

0

40

40

$ 8.93

$ 11.23

$ 13.96

Education, Training, and Library
Occupations

Personal Care and Service Occupations

2,170

2,650

480

22.1%

50

50

100

$ 7.79

$ 9.06

$ 11.27

Sales and Related Occupations

6,530

6,540

10

0.2%

<5

220

220

$ 7.95

$ 9.51

$ 14.37

Office and Administrative Support
Occupations

9,560

9,570

10

0.1%

<5

210

210

$ 10.35

$ 13.34

$ 17.06

Farming, Fishing, and Forestry Occupations

120

120

0

0.0%

<5

<5

<5

$ 12.18

$ 13.70

$ 15.12

Construction and Extraction Occupations

2,920

3,000

80

2.7%

10

50

60

$ 14.67

$ 18.44

$ 23.79

Installation, Maintenance, and Repair
Occupations

2,740

2,790

50

1.8%

10

50

60

$ 13.31

$ 17.06

$ 23.01

Production Occupations

7,990

7,540

- 450

- 5.6%

0

160

160

$ 11.29

$ 14.29

$ 18.61

Transportation and Material Moving
Occupations

6,230

6,110

- 120

- 1.9%

0

150

150

$ 10.19

$ 13.44

$ 18.01

68,200

70,380

2,180

3.2%

220

1,630

1,850

$ 9.65

$ 13.74

$ 19.91

Total, All Occupations
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Summary
Overall, the Town of Iron River is similar to other rural towns in the northern
third of Wisconsin having a reasonably stable population, in which members
in the age groups over 44 are increasing steadily. Also different is that the 10
to 14 age group is growing. The fact that the number of school age children
is growing is a very encouraging trend. Iron River residents are generally well
educated and continue to provide a stable labor force for employers in the
town and in the surrounding region. Iron River is expected to see significant
population growth (23% between 2010 and 2030), as well as household
growth (36% between 2010 and 2030).

Issues and Opportunities
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Housing

Existing Conditions
The Town of Iron River has had a
steady increase in housing units
between 1980 and 2000. There
were 58 housing units added
between 1980 and 1990 as well as
58 housing units added between
1990 and 2000 (Table 3–1). Housing
projections indicate a continued
increase in housing units until 2020
with an addition of 87 housing units
between 2005 and 2020.

This element shall identify specific
policies and programs that
promote the development and
redevelopment of housing for
residents and provide a range of
housing choices that meet the
needs of persons of all income
levels and of all age groups and
maintain or rehabilitate the existing
housing stock. The element shall
assess the age, structural value,
and occupancy characteristics
of the existing housing stock and
produce a compilation of goals,
objectives, policies, and programs
to provide an adequate housing
supply that meets existing and
forecasted housing demand.

Seasonal housing units comprise
a large proportion of the housing
units in Iron River. The 2000 Census
identified 403 housing units (41
percent of the total housing units)
as seasonal housing. Seasonal
housing units have increased
steadily since the 1980s and
projections indicate that by 2020
seasonal housing units will increase
to 498 units (Table 3–2).

Table 3–1 Total Housing Units, 1980–2000 & Projected Total Units, 2000–2020
1980

1990

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Total Projected Units
from 2000–2020

Projected Housing
Units per Year from
2000–2020

857

915

973

1,002

1,031

1,060

1,089

116

5.8

Source: US Census Burcau, NWRPC

Table 3–2 Bayfield County Seasonal Housing Units 1980–2020
1980

1990

2000

2005

2010

2015

2020

Change from 2000–2020

329

430

403

443

461

480

498

95

Source: US Census Burcau, NWRPC
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Nearly 31 percent of the Town of Iron River’s housing is valued between
$50,000 and $99,999. Another 17 percent is valued over $300,000. This is most
likely due to the number of homes that are situated on area lakes.
HOUSING
VALUE

Town of
Iron River
Number

Percent

24

6.0%

123

30.5%

70

17.4%

70

17.4%

46

11.4%

58

14.4%

12

3.0%

TOTAL

403

100.0%

Median Value

$139,500

Less than
$50,000
$50,000 $99,999
$100,000 $149,000
$150,000 $199,999
$200,000 $299,999
$300,000 $499,999
$500,000 or
more

Housing Goals and Objectives
The following goals and objectives have been developed to guide housing
decisions in the Town of Iron River. Implementation of the identified actions
will assist in achieving the housing vision stated above. Some of the goals
and objectives discussed in the other planning elements will also have an
affect on housing.

Goal
The housing stock in the Town of Iron River should provide an adequate
range of housing opportunities to meet the varied needs and desires of
existing and future community residents.
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•

Objective: Maintain viable, properly zoned areas that are available
for new residential development.

•

Objective: Coordinate the provision of all public services and utilities
with new residential development in the Town.

•

Objective: Encourage development of housing, including owner- and
renter-occupied units, to accommodate all income levels.
•

•

Support efforts of private and non-profit organizations to
address the needs of all income levels, age groups, and
persons with special needs in the development of housing
within the Town.

Objective: Increase the supply of alternative housing opportunities to
serve residents of all ages, including but not limited to, independent
and assisted living facilities for elderly and disabled residents.
•

Support efforts and new programs that will provide additional
elderly and disabled resident housing opportunities and services.

The Town should guide new housing
development into areas that minimize
impacts on sensitive natural resources (lakes
and wetlands) so that the Town continues to
be an attractive place to reside.

Housing
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Goal
Guide new housing development into areas that minimize impacts on
sensitive natural resources (lakes and wetlands) so that the Town continues
to be an attractive place to reside.
•

Objective: Encourage development in areas that will not result in
property or environmental damage.
•

Utilizing information in the Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural
Resources Element, the Town shall inventory and map sensitive
resources that should be preserved to the greatest extent
possible.

•

Encourage “low-impact” development that strives to retain
natural vegetation that can help reduce storm water runoff,
flooding, and minimize impact on water quality. Encourage
the retention of natural vegetation, especially along lakeshores

•

Encourage landscaping and natural screening between
building sites.

Goal
Improve the existing housing stock to enhance quality, livability, and
character of the Town.
•
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Objective: Encourage the elimination of substandard, blighted, or
deficient housing throughout the Town, which will benefit housing
values over time.
•

Support the enforcement of residential codes and nuisance
ordinance standards that restrict and/or prohibit the
accumulation of junk and debris.

•

Use available federal, state, and local funds for housing
rehabilitation grants and loans to help owners improve their
homes and building sites.

Assessment of Future Needs
It is not feasible, from an economic
perspective, for the Town of
Iron River to develop alternative
housing choices as outlined in
the goals section of the plan,
however the Town will seek out
private developers to determine if
a market need is present and they
can explore the ability to establish
these facilities. The Town should
support the development of an
assortment of housing alternatives
over the next twenty years.

housing rehabilitation initiatives
that primarily benefit low- and
moderate-income households.
Funding can be used to assist
homeowners and landlords in
making essential improvements to
properties and can also assist rental
households in purchasing homes.
The Bayfield County Housing
Authority administers a CDBG
program on behalf of Bayfield
County.

Housing Programs

Community Development Block
Grant Emergency Assistance
Program (CDBG-EAP)

The Wisconsin Comprehensive
Planning legislation requires that
all local governments completing
comprehensive plans compile a
list of programs available to help
provide an adequate supply of
housing that meets existing and
forecasted housing demand in
their jurisdiction. Following is a
partial listing of programs that are
available.

Emergency assistance funds
are available to assist local
governments in responding to
emergency housing needs. The
funds are provided to low- to
moderate-income families who are
homeless due to natural disasters,
as well as family groups who meet
the state definition of homeless.

Community Options Program
(COP)

Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Housing
Rehabilitation

COP helps people who need
long-term care to stay in their
own homes and communities. The
program’s purpose is to provide
cost-effective alternatives to
expensive health care in institutions
and nursing homes. Elderly people
and people with serious longterm disabilities receive funds
and assistance to find services

Housing rehabilitation funds are
made available through the
federal Department of Housing
and Urban Development
(HUD). The CDBG program
and associated funds provides
grants to local governments for

Housing
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they are not able to get through
other programs. The Wisconsin
Department of Health and Family
Services administers this program
through the Bayfield County
Department of Health and Human
Services.

Historic Home Owner’s Tax
Credits
A 25 percent Wisconsin investment
tax credit is available for people
who rehabilitate historic or nonincome-producing personal
residences, and who apply for
and receive project approval
before beginning physical work
on their projects. This program is
administered by the Wisconsin
Historical Society.

Home Investment Partnership
Program (HOME)
HOME is a federal housing
program to support the provision
of low-cost housing. A variety
of affordable housing activities
may be supported by federal
HOME awards including
down payment assistance to
homebuyers, rental rehabilitation,
weatherization-related repairs,
accessibility improvements, and
rental housing development. The
program is administered by the
Wisconsin Division of Housing and
Intergovernmental Relations (DHIR).
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Impact Seven
Impact Seven is a private nonprofit
community development
corporation dedicated to
increasing the economic
opportunity of Wisconsin people.
Impact Seven develops and
finances affordable housing in
coordination with communities or
other non-profit organizations.

Property Tax Deferred Loan
Program (PTDL)
This state program provides loans to
low- and moderate-income elderly
homeowners to help pay local
property taxes so that the elderly
can afford to stay in their homes.
To be eligible, individuals must be
at least 65 years old with a spouse
that is at least 60 years old, unless
one is disabled.

Section 8 Program
This federal program provides rent
assistance to eligible low-income
households based on family
size, household income, and fair
market rents. Typically, a tenant’s
share of the total rent payment
does not exceed 30 percent
of his/her annual income. The
Bayfield County Housing Authority
administers Section 8 programs in
the County.

Wisconsin Community Action Program (WISCAP)
WISCAP and its member agencies are dedicated to advancing safe and
affordable housing by developing resources, providing training, and housing
opportunities. The organization serves as an advocate for policy and
program development and provides technical assistance on housing issues.

Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP)
The Energy Services Bureau oversees Wisconsin’s Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program. This includes the federally funded Low Income Home
Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) and other related programs. Households
with incomes at or below the federal poverty level may be eligible for
energy supply assistance. Many households with income from farms, offices,
factories and other work places receive LIHEAP assistance.

Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority (WHEDA)
The Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority serves
Wisconsin residents and communities by working with others to provide
creative financing resources and information to stimulate and preserve
affordable housing, small business, and agribusiness.

Wisconsin Rural Development, Rural Housing Service
The mission of the Rural Housing Service is to enhance the quality of life of
rural people through the creation of safe, affordable, housing where people
can live, work and prosper as part of a community. The Wisconsin Rural
Housing Service offers housing preservation grants, loans and grants for farm
labor housing, loans and grants for home improvement and repairs, loans for
financing housing site development, loans for home purchase or construction,
loans on apartment buildings, and self-help technical assistance grants.

USDA–Rural Development
Rural Development administers federal funds to help secure loan options
to assist low- to moderate-income families with home purchase and
rehabilitation. Rural Development generally funds individuals who cannot
obtain conventional financing.

Housing
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Agricultural, Natural,
and Cultural Resources
This element includes an
inventory and analysis of the
natural, agricultural, and cultural
resources in the Town of Iron
River. Understanding the resource
base of a community provides
an important context for the
development of objectives,
policies, and goals for the
conservation and management of
agricultural, natural, and cultural
resources, as required by Wisconsin
comprehensive planning legislation
(Wis. Stat. § 66.1001 (2) (e)).
Within the following narrative,
various components of the
community resource base are
examined at a broad level or
“planning scale”. The purpose
of this examination is to provide
the Town with the necessary
information to make informed
decisions and recommendations
about future growth and
preservation of these resources.

Existing Conditions
The agricultural, natural, and
cultural resources in Iron River
provide a firm foundation
for all the other elements of
the comprehensive plan.
Understanding the resource
base of a community provides
an important context for the
development of conservation
and management policies and
programs. Below is a summary of
the existing agricultural, natural,
and cultural resources found in Iron
River.

Agriculture
Agricultural land uses are not
prevalent in Iron River but there are
a variety of industries and business
that are in the agricultural business
and support agriculture. The areas
surrounding Iron River feature a lot
of agricultural land uses. Bayfield
County has a farming history and
tradition that has attracted many
residents to the area. Agriculture
and forestry are the primary land
use in the surrounding towns and
Bayfield County. However, the
number of farms and the total
acreage of land in farmland have
seen a steady decline in the past.
Wisconsin has a right-to-farm law
protecting farmers from nuisance
lawsuits related to typical farm
noise and odors. As residential
Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
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development expands into
farmland areas, it is inevitable
that nuisance issues will increase.
Often the issues relate to livestock
operations including manure
spreading and storage. Another
common farm practice is plowing
and harvesting at night, which also
creates some concerns for nonfarm residents living nearby. Too
often, people who move to rural
areas near farmland are not aware
of these operations associated with
farming.

Natural Resources
Natural resources in the Town
include topography or steep
slopes, water resources (wetlands,
floodplains, and streams/creeks),
plant and animal species,
forestlands, and mining resources.

Water Resources
There are numerous lakes, streams,
creeks and wetlands within the
Town of Iron River. Wetlands are
defined as an area where water is
at, near, or above the land surface
long enough to support aquatic
or hydrophilic vegetation and has
soils indicative of wet conditions.
Wetlands serve as important
areas for groundwater recharge
areas, as well as habitat for many
unique plant communities and
animal species. They also provide
natural open space and maintain
ground and surface water quality.
Wetlands can be divided into
three main categories: emergent/
wet meadow, forested, and shrub/
scrub.

Threatened and Endangered
Species
There are several threatened and
endangered plant and animal
species in Bayfield County. The
WDNR is attempting to identify and
catalog endangered plant and
animal species across the state.
For a complete, up-to-date list,
refer to www.dnr.state.wi.us. The
current inventory identifies animal
species, plant species, and natural
communities in Bayfield County
that need special consideration
and protection.
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Forestlands/Woodlots

Cultural Resources

Forests provide a range of
benefits including wildlife habitat,
forest products, recreational
opportunities, aesthetics, and
other benefits. They are also very
important to protect and enhance
water quality.

Historical and cultural resources
are a valuable way to define
local character and distinction.
These resources are identified in
many manners including historical
buildings, archeological sites,
historic districts, and unique
landscapes/viewsheds. The Town
of Iron River in conjunction with
Bayfield County is in the process
of mapping significant cultural
resources within Bayfield County.

Mining Resources
Non-metallic mining resources
are present in portions of Bayfield
County. These sites are both
publicly- and privately-owned
facilities that primarily produce
road aggregate, concrete mix and
construction fill. Mining resources
have been mapped on both the
Town of Iron River and Bayfield
County Land Use maps.

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
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Conservation development and

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Goals and
Objectives

allowing a balance of growth and

A set of recommended goals, objectives, and action steps has been
developed to assist the Town in the conservation and promotion of effective
management of the local natural, agricultural, and cultural resources. A
cooperative effort between the tow, its citizens; Bayfield County; and other
state, federal, and non-profit agencies or organizations is important to
ensure the resources of the Town are preserved and enhanced for future
generations.

development. To this end, large-

Goal

design standards allow open
space to be preserved while still

lot fragmentation is eliminated
and clustered lot development is

Conserve, protect, manage and restore the Town’s natural resources,
including but not limited to, lakes, rivers/streams, wetlands, groundwater,
forestlands, and other wildlife habitats in order to provide the highest quality
of life for citizens and visitors.
•

substituted.

Objective: Enforce setback requirements for water resources by
enforcing Bayfield County shoreland standards when applicable.
•

Educate residents about the importance of natural areas and
wildlife corridors.

•

Promote a comprehensive walking, bicycle and ATV trail
system plan throughout Iron River that links citizens to the
natural resources found throughout the Town.

•

Objective: Endorse the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
watershed initiatives to educate shoreland and basin property
owners on the appropriate safe levels, application, timing and safe
types of fertilizers and pesticides applied to lawns and fields in the
Town.

•

Objective: Endorse the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
watershed initiatives to restore altered shoreland vegetation and
prohibit removal of natural vegetation in critical shoreland areas.

•

Objective: Enhance landscaping efforts throughout Iron River.
•
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Coordinate with Master Gardeners Program in establishing
additional landscaping throughout the Town.

•

•

Objective: Promote the establishment and maintenance of natural
buffers along water resources.
•

Encourage Bayfield County and the Wisconsin Department of
Natural Resources to fund buffer strips along streams and the
lakeshores.

•

Collaborate with state and local organizations whose charge is
to enhance water quality.

Objective: Educate the public on best management practices that
will ensure the protection of natural resources.
•

•

Publish or obtain information that can be distributed to
residents on the disposal of hazardous materials, such as paint,
waste oils, computers, insecticides, etc.

Objective: Protect and manage local forested areas and other
wildlife habitats.
•

Encourage selective cutting in forest stands.

•

Coordinate with WDNR to identify and protect wildlife habitats.

•

Inventory and map sensitive resources that should be
preserved to the greatest extent possible.

•

Encourage “low-impact” development that strives to retain
natural vegetation.

•

Discourage habitat fragmentation by encouraging
development on the fringes of identified habitat areas.

•

Work and cooperate with local land trust and similar
organizations on forest and wildlife habitat protection,
management, and preservation.

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
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Goal
Preserve and enhance cultural resources, including historical and
archeological sites and resources.
•
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Objective: Coordinate with the Bayfield County Historical Society to
update the inventory of historic properties in the county and share
this information with the State of Wisconsin Architecture and History
Inventory.
•

Develop a list of eligible or registered historical places in the
Town.

•

Work with private landowners on the preservation of historic
buildings.

•

Develop an arts and musical performance area or building
within Iron River.

•

Work with the Community Center Board, Public Library and
Museum Board to develop and encourage the utilization of
Community Center, Library and Museum as venues for the
Performing and Visual Arts.

Assessment of Future Needs
Agriculture and Forestry

Agriculture and forestry will
continue to be the major land use
in Bayfield County in the future.
The Town of Iron River should
attempt to minimize conflicts
between agricultural uses and nonagricultural uses in the future.

Natural Resources
Pressures on natural resources will
continue as development and
land use changes occur over the
next 20 years. Potential impacts to
natural resources (both beneficial
and adverse) will depend greatly
on the preservation and protection
measures that are enacted and
enforced by local, state, federal,
and non-profit resource agencies/
organizations.
Surface waters (lakes, streams,
and open water wetlands)
are important in maintaining
an ecosystems environmental
integrity and diversity. These
resources will continue to provide
habitat for many species, provide
groundwater recharge areas, and
enhance the aesthetic values of
the Town.
The United States Army Corps of
Engineers, WDNR, and local zoning
codes will continue to regulate
wetlands within Bayfield County.

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
established a program to regulate
the discharge of dredged and fill
material into waters of the state
including wetlands and is the
primary federal regulatory program
for wetlands.

Agriculture and forestry will

Threatened and endangered
species found within the Town will
likely remain on the list of species
needing special consideration
and protection. However, several
existing programs have enhanced
the habitat necessary to foster
increased populations of these
sensitive species.

continue to be the major land
use in Bayfield County in the
future. The Town of Iron River

Non-native, or exotic, plant
and animal species have been
recognized in recent years as a
major threat to the integrity of
native habitats and species, as
well as a potential economic
threat (damage to crops, tourist
economy, etc). This threat is
expected to continue over the next
20-plus years. The WDNR requires
that any person seeking to bring a
non-native fish or wild animal for
introduction in Wisconsin obtain a
permit. The Town can help combat
exotic plant species by educating
residents about non-native species,
encouraging residents to use
native plants in landscaping, and
reporting such species like purple
loosestrife or buckthorn to the WDNR.

should attempt to minimize
conflicts between agricultural
uses and non-agricultural uses
in the future.

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
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Over the next 20 years, forestlands
will likely continue to experience
increased pressures since
residential developments desire
the natural setting of woodlots.
In addition, the demand for
recreational and hunting land
will continue to go up since there
is a limited supply of high quality
forestland.

Cultural Resources
Cultural resources, like natural
resources, are valuable assets,
which should be preserved.

Agricultural, Natural, and
Cultural Resources Policies
Policies

Preservation of natural
resources (wetlands, surface
and groundwater, woodlands,
shorelines) is an important priority
for the Town of Iron River and shall
be considered in the decision
making process for all future
planning and development
decisions. These resources provide
recreational opportunities and
enhance the quality of life for
residents and for visitors to the area.
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The WDNR is concerned about
loss of wetlands, aquatic habitat
and open land to development
as well as pollution to surface
and groundwater. Moreover,
simplification of diverse habitat
and loss of special places that
support rare species are also
major concerns. The Town should
continue to support WDNR
programs, and other programs like
conservation easements to help
protect wildlife habitats.
The Town supports the activities
of the State Historical Society
to identify and protect historic
resources. If, in the future,
residents desire additional historic
preservation measures, the Town
may establish a committee to
develop a program for historic
preservation.

Programs

Wisconsin Historical Society

Numerous Federal, State, Regional,
Local, and Private plans and
programs exist which contribute
to preservation, conservation,
or management of agricultural,
natural, and cultural resources in
Bayfield County. Some of these
programs are briefly described
below:

The Society provides assistance to
local governments in inventorying
historic resources and integrating
cultural resource preservation
into community comprehensive
planning efforts. Information on
the Historical Society Visit: http://
www.wisconsinhistory.org/hp/
smartgrowth/.

State Programs
Additional state programs can be
found at the State of Wisconsin
website at wisconsin.gov.

University of Wisconsin–
Extension
The Bayfield County UW–Extension
office provides a variety of
educational and support
programming in the areas of
agribusiness, land use and soil
management.

Wisconsin Fund Program
Administered locally by the County,
this program provides grants to
replace or rehabilitate failing
private sewer systems.

Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources
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Transportation
This element includes a compilation
of background information, goals,
objectives, actions or policies,
and recommended programs to
guide the future development and
maintenance of transportation
systems within the Town. This
element also compares the
Town’s transportation policies and
programs to other local, state, and
regional transportation plans as
required under Wisconsin State
Statutes 66.1001.

Existing Conditions

Highways and the Local
Transportation System

Trails
There are no dedicated bicycle
facilities located within the Town.
Bicycling can occur on the Town
streets but is limited due to the
small overall scale of the Town.
ATV trails are found throughout
the Town is the largest trail running
parallel to US 2.

Railroads
There is no rail service in Iron River.

Air Transportation
There is a small scale airport/strip
located near the Town of Iron River.
There are currently no plans for
expansion of this facility.

One principal arterial, US 2, runs
east/west through the Town of
Iron River. Based upon the WiDOT
meetings, there are no major
updates to US 2 in the foreseeable
future and no bypass is proposed
around the Town of Iron River.

Transit
There are currently no transit
facilities currently available in
the Town of Iron River. The Town,
in conjunction with Bayfield
County seeks to create greater
transportation and transit
alternatives through partnerships
with Bay Area Rural Transit (BART)
and other agencies, as needed.

Transportation

41

Transportation Goals and Objectives
Transportation goals and objectives should reflect the Town’s transportation
vision of a safe and efficient transportation system. Listed below are the
goals and objectives that shall be applied and assessed when considering
potential transportation improvements throughout the Town of Iron River.

Goal
The transportation system in the Town of Iron River shall facilitate the safe
and efficient movement of its citizens within the Town while preserving the
identity of the community.
•

Objective: Coordinate with other jurisdictions in enhancing
transportation services.
•

Establish open line of communication with Bayfield County,
WisDOT, and local or regional transit authorities to maintain
and enhance transportation facilities throughout the Town.

•

Continue to establish a local network of roads that is
connected, coordinated, and affordable that will link residents
to important community facilities and regional highways.

Goal
Transportation improvements shall balance environmental factors with
transportation needs and the desired land uses as identified in the future
land use section of the Comprehensive Plan.
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•

Objective: Alternate routes should be considered through the Town to
make better connections when necessary.

•

Objective: Plan, design, and construct transportation improvements
that respect the natural environment and reflect the aesthetic
character and values of the Town.

Goal
The future transportation system should be flexible and multi-modal (BART/
Park and Ride) and provide for the needs of citizens and businesses in the
Town of Iron River.
•

Objective: Support efforts to expand walking, bicycling, transit, and
other modes of transportation.
•

Work with local organizations interested in walking, bicycling,
and other modes of transportation.

•

Encourage bicycle trails in new developments.

Assessment of Future Needs
In general, the local and regional transportation system in the Town of Iron
River is presumed to be adequate to serve projected traffic volumes within
the Town. Ongoing maintenance and minor safety improvements are
expected on local, county, and state roadways.

Transportation

43

Transportation Policies
Wisconsin State Highway
Plan 2020

The Wisconsin State Highway
Plan 2020 prioritizes highway
construction and improvement
needs and investments. It was
adopted by the Wisconsin
Department of Transportation in
February, 2000. Wisconsin’s State
Trunk Highway system, consisting
of approximately 11,800 miles of
roads, is aging and deteriorating
at the same time traffic congestion
is increasing. In response to
this critical issue, WisDOT, in
partnership with its stakeholders,
has developed the State Highway
Plan 2020, a 21-year strategic
plan which considers the highway
system’s current condition, analyzes
future uses, assesses financial
constraints and outlines strategies
to address Wisconsin’s preservation,
traffic movement, and safety
needs. The plan is updated every
six years to reflect changing
transportation technologies, travel
demand and economic conditions
in Wisconsin.
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Wisconsin Bicycle Transportation
Plan – 2020
This is the State’s primary plan
for developing and integrating
bicycles into the transportation
system. The plan was adopted
by the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation in 1998 and presents
a blueprint for creating a system
of bikeways using suitable routes
along County and State Highways.
The plan includes two goals which
may be pertinent to transportation
planning in Bayfield County:
•

Increase levels of bicycling
throughout Wisconsin,
doubling the number of trips
made by bicycles by the
year 2010.

•

Reduce crashes involving
bicyclists and motor vehicles
by at least 10 percent by the
year 2010.

State Recreational Trails
Network Plan
This plan was adopted in 2001
by the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources as an
amendment to the Wisconsin State
Trail Strategic Plan. The purpose
was to identify a network of trail
corridors throughout the state,
which would consist of more than
4000 miles of trails known as the
Trail Interstate System.

tWisconsin Pedestrian Policy
Plan 2020
This plan was completed in 2001 by the Wisconsin Department of
Transportation and lays out State policies for the provision of pedestrian
facilities which address coordination with existing transportation facilities
and pedestrian-friendly development. The plan establishes goals, objectives,
and actions regarding the provision of pedestrian accommodations that
could be implemented. The plan also serves to help communities identify
actions they can take to establish pedestrian travel as a viable, convenient,
and safe transportation choice throughout Wisconsin.

Wisconsin State Airport System Plan 2020
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation identifies the maintenance and
improvement programs for public-use airports in the State Airport System.

Transportation
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Utilities and Community
Facilities
This element contains a compilation
of background information, goals,
objectives, actions or policies,
and recommended programs to
guide the future maintenance
and development of utilities and
community facilities in the Town of
Iron River.

Existing Conditions
The Town of Iron River relies on
services of Bayfield County, the
Public Library and adjoining school
districts. Community facilities are
public or quasi-public facilities that
offer services to all residents and in
some cases serve specific needs of
a segment of the local population.
Some community facilities such
as health care and schools offer
services to a population outside
the corporate limits. Library
services primarily serve local
residents but persons from outside
the community can utilize some
services when visiting the Town.
High quality utilities and community
facilities help increase property
values, stabilize taxes and
positively affect many aspects
of quality of life in a community.
Utilities may include sanitary
sewer, water systems, stormwater,
as well as electricity, natural

gas, telecommunications, and
solid waste disposal. Local and
distinguishing features such as
parks, schools, libraries, cemeteries,
and protective services are
community facilities that help
define a community. Special
services such as daycare centers
and assisted living facilities may
also be considered community
facilities.
The availability and level of utilities
and community facilities vary
greatly depending on ability to pay
for them and citizen or taxpayer
interest. This element is designed
to assess the current utility and
community facility situation and
analyze its effectiveness in meeting
the current and future demand.
Utilities can shape the future
development within our
communities, as well as establish
a community identity. Combined
with roads, the construction,
maintenance, and operation of
utilities and community facilities
are often the largest portion of a
community’s budget.

Sanitary Sewer Service
The Iron River Sanitary District is
quite small and serves a small
population near the more densely
populated portion of Iron River.
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In some areas, residents utilize on-site septic systems to treat wastewater.
Septic systems are wastewater treatment systems that collect, treat, and
dispose of wastewater that is produced by homes or businesses. The
wastewater is treated on-site, rather than collected and transported to a
community-wide wastewater treatment plant.
A septic system consists of two main parts – a septic tank and a soil
absorption system, which is more commonly called a drain field, leach
field, or disposal field. The system is connected with pipes, and a sewer pipe
connects the home or business to the system.
Community Center

When properly designed, installed, and maintained, septic systems can
be the most cost-effective and efficient method of wastewater treatment.
A typical septic system has a minimum life expectancy of 20 to 30 years,
depending on soil conditions and the amount of use. Septic systems are
often more economical than a municipal sewer system in rural areas where
lots are larger, and potential sewer system users are spread further apart.
Because wastewater is treated on-site, usually in a homeowner’s backyard,
there is no need to install miles of sewer infrastructure, which reduces the
cost needed for installation, and lessens the disruption to the environment.
The traditional septic system is simple in design, which makes it somewhat
less expensive to install and maintain. Recently, many innovative designs for
septic systems are making it possible for them to be installed in areas with
shallow soils or other environmental conditions that would make it difficult for
a traditional system to be installed.
The Wisconsin Department of Commerce (COMM) regulates the siting,
design, installation, and inspection of most private on-site sewage treatment
systems in the state. In 2000, the state adopted a revised private system
policy called COMM 83 that allows for conventional systems and advanced
pre-treatment systems. Under COMM 83, Bayfield County regulates on-site
sewage treatment systems through sanitary codes. All private domestic
wastewater must enter a private sewage system unless the County grants
an exception. Holding tanks are a method of last resort. If any COMM 83
approved system can be installed, a holding tank will not be allowed.
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Storm Water Management
Most of Bayfield County uses ditches and culverts to route and manage
stormwater. For new developments that will disturb an acre or more of land,
the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) requires landowners
to obtain a stormwater discharge permit and have an erosion control
plan in place. County-wide, there are increased concerns regarding new
development’s impacts on storm water erosion and the sediments that are
carried into the lakes, rivers, streams and other receiving water bodies.

Water Supply
Bayfield County residents receive their water from groundwater sources.
These sources include drilled, dug, or screened wells, including those with or
without gravel packs.
The Iron River Sanitary District provides water via two wells. The first is 165 feet
deep with a production capacity of 375,000 gallons per day. The second
well is 135 feet deep with a production capacity of 875,000 gallons per
day. There is an elevated storage tank with a capacity of 150,000 gallons
that was constructed in 1988. There are approximately 264 services on this
system.
Other Iron River residents not connected to the public water supply rely on
private wells to obtain their water. The County requires that all new wells
must be permitted. These wells utilize groundwater for the water source.
In general, private wells are not nearly as deep as municipal wells, and
are therefore more susceptible to contamination. Property owners are
encouraged to protect surface and ground waters from contamination.

Recycling
Wisconsin State Statute 287 encourages waste reduction and recycling
in the state by requiring that certain items be recycled. This law assigns
responsibilities for recycling to municipalities and provides grant assistance
to support local recycling programs
All municipalities in Bayfield County have developed and now manage
a recycling program. Under these programs each municipality arranges
for transport of recyclables to processors and pays the cost for materials
delivered from their municipality. These costs are in turn paid through tax
levy appropriations, grants, and other fees implemented through local
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budgeting procedures. Most
municipalities have developed
a drop-off program at a local
recycling center or local transfer
station, which a few have
negotiated contracts with haulers
to provide a curbside recycling
program.
The County also tries to provide an
annual special collection program
to recycle hazardous household
products, appliances, computers
and tires.

Solid Waste
Solid waste, or garbage disposal, is
important to the health and quality
of life of residents and business
owners. Private property owners
must contract their own solid waste
collector.
All local landfills in Bayfield County
have been closed. Most local
communities send solid waste to a
local transfer station facility where
the materials are stored and then
transferred to regional landfills in
Sarona, Wisconsin or Ontonogan,
Michigan.
Many communities maintain their
own transfer site locations for
residents to come and drop off
their solid waste and recycling
materials. These local sites typically
charge a small per bag fee for
non-recycled materials. Many offer
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the ability of residents to drop off
recycling materials for free.

Parks and Recreational Areas
Bayfield County is the second
largest county in Wisconsin. Over
half of the land in the Bayfield
is publicly owned, making for
abundant park and recreational
opportunities for residents and
tourists alike. There are six federal
areas and twelve state owned
natural and wildlife areas. Some of
the facilities near Iron River include:
Iron River National Fish Hatchery
Situated on over 1,200 acres,
guided and self-guided tours
are popular of this fishery that
produces two million trout annually
for distribution into Lakes Superior,
Michigan and Huron, and their
tributaries. Other population
activities on the acreage include
hiking, bird watching, hunting,
snowshoeing and skiing.
Moon Lake Park and Campground
This park facility has picnic areas,
a swimming area with changing
rooms, restrooms, a playground
area, horseshoe pits, a volleyball
court, a dog swimming area and
good fishing. There is also easy
access from nearby ATV trails. There
are also three pavilions that can be
rented.

Twin Bear County Park and
Campground
This park is located near Iron River
and has a beach, a boat landing,
outhouses, a swimming area and
camping sites for tents and trailers.

Trails
There are several trails throughout
the County that allow for a variety
of activities.
Jolly Trail
This 11 kilometer trail system takes
place of 72 acres of land that
was donated by Jerry Jay Jolly.
Connecting with the State Fish
Hatchery and other ski resorts trails,
there are over 42 kilometers of
connecting trails.
ATVs
ATV trail riding is a very popular
in the Bayfield County region
during the summer months. ATV
organizations prepare and monitor
trail conditions to ensure they are
safe and passable. ATV trails reach
throughout the entire county,
however they are not often allowed
on roads. ATV users must carefully
follow trail signs to ensure that they
are in allowable areas.
Bicycles
The Chequamegon Area Mountain
Bike Association (CAMBA) has over
300 miles of off-road routes.

Hiking Trails
There are several marked hiking
trails throughout Bayfield County.
Nearly all skiing trails are used as
hiking trails during the months when
there is not snow on the ground.
In addition, there are several trails
on the Apostle Islands and along
lakeshore throughout the County.
Snowmobile Trails
As popular as ATVing is during the
summer months, snowmobiling
is equally as popular during
the winter months. Many
local businesses depend on
snowmobilers to support local
economies during the winter
months, as seasonal residents tend
to disperse, leaving expendable
income reduced. There are over
600 miles of groomed trails, and
over 1,000 miles of ungroomed
forest roads for riding enjoyment.

Telecommunication Facilities
Connectivity to local, regional, and
even global locations is important
for individuals in terms of quality
of life and public safety, but this is
also vital to business survival. Local
telephone and internet services
within the Town of Iron River are
provided primarily by CenturyTel
and Norvado. Some areas are
served by cable television, but
many areas only have satellite
television options. Wireless
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telephone service is available
through most of the County. There
are several dead areas, however.
Additional towers have been
constructed over the past several
years, but there are still significant
areas that do not have cellular
coverage. This has been a point of
frustration with residents and visitors
throughout the County, however
there are mixed feelings regarding
the construction of additional
towers, as they can be unsightly.

Power Plants and Transmission
Lines
Power plants generate electricity
for distribution to a large area.
Substations are industrial
installations at which electricity
is received from one or more
power stations for conversion
from alternating to direct current,
reducing the voltage or switching
before distribution by a low-tension
network for general consumption.
Transmission lines are the largest
electric lines on the landscape.
These lines generate the most
public interest because they are
the most noticeable electric lines
and because of the potential
human and animal hazards
that can be associated with
them. Transmission lines transport
electricity from power plants to
substations and operate at several
thousand volts. They often stand
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between 60 and 100 feet tall, and
serve several hundred thousand
customers.

Electric Utilities
There are two primary companies
that provide electric service to the
Town of Iron River. These include
Xcel Energy (Northern States Power)
and Bayfield Electric Cooperative.

Natural Gas
The Town of Iron River is one of the
few areas within Bayfield County
that has the availability of natural
gas. Natural gas is provided by Xcel
Energy (Northern States Power).
Much of the community still relies
on LP Gas, but there are some
pockets within the Town, primarily
near the more densely populated
areas, where natural gas is
available.

Cemeteries
The Town of Iron River has two
cemeteries. Below is a list of
the known cemeteries that was
obtained from the Bayfield County
USGENWEB. Smaller cemeteries,
family plots, and Native American
burial sites may have inadvertently
been omitted from this list.
St. Michael’s Catholic
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Cemetery
Iron River Cemetery

Dams
Bayfield County is located in a
water-rich area of Wisconsin,
and for this reason, it has quite a
number of dams. The Town of Iron
River owns and maintains one dam.
There is one dam in Bayfield County
has been given a high hazard
rating by the Wisconsin DNR. This
rating is based on potential impacts
if a dam would fail. That dam is
the Iron River Light and Power
Company Dam. An assessment
of this facility is currently being
completed.

Law Enforcement
There are several law enforcement
departments that serve Bayfield
County and its communities.
At the state level, the State
Patrol primarily monitors and
enforces traffic regulations on
the State Highways through
Bayfield County. Incorporated
communities throughout Bayfield
County primarily rely on local
law enforcement agencies
and departments to protect
their communities. Generally,
unincorporated communities
rely on he Bayfield County
Sheriff’s Department to protect
their communities. However, the
Town of Iron River has it’s own
Police Department, and has for
many years. A great deal of
communication and coordination

still occurs with Bayfield County for
additional support services.
Bayfield County Emergency
Management provides additional
support to the County’s emergency
response providers and local
governments through emergency
operations planning, training,
coordination, crisis response, and
recovery.

Fire
Fire protection within Bayfield
County is handled by 16 fire
departments. Wildfires are
typically handled by the DNR.
Much of the dispatch services
for fire departments are handled
by Bayfield County. The Iron
River Volunteer Fire Department
provides fire protection to a large
portion of eastern Bayfield County.
This department has engines,
pumpers and tankers, as well as a
new brush truck.

Rescue
There are nine ambulance services
in Bayfield County that provide
emergency medical response.
These come from Ashland, Barnes,
Bayfield, Great Divide, Iron River,
Mason, South Shore, Red Cliff
and Washburn. The Iron River
Ambulance service covers most of
the northwestern portion of Bayfield
County. In 2010, they made 279 runs.
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Medical/Health
Care Facilities
As the population of Bayfield
County ages, medical facilities are
becoming increasingly important
assets to local communities. There
are no hospitals in Bayfield County.
People needing services provided
by hospitals can use Memorial
Medical Center in Ashland, the
Hayward Area Memorial Hospital in
Hayward, or St. Mary’s in Superior.
Helicopters are available from
Superior and Duluth hospitals for
extreme emergencies. There is a
local medical services provider in
the City of Washburn. The Bayfield
County Health Department also
provides immunizations and
prenatal care coordination. The
Lakes Community Health Center
is located in Iron River and began
operation in January of 2008. This
facility is a full service clinic staffed
by medical and mental health care
professionals. The clinic is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m.

Assisted Living Facilities
Senior care facilities are becoming
an increasingly important regional
asset to meet the changing
needs of our aging population in
a manner that permits residents
to age with dignity. Many area
residents who grew up and have
spent a large portion of their lives in
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Bayfield County will wish to remain
here during their retirement years.
In addition, the rural atmosphere
has led northern Wisconsin to
attract a lot of transplant retirees.
These individuals occasionally need
assisted living facilities. Without an
adequate supply of facilities to
accommodate these individuals,
Bayfield County could lose that
segment of their population.
There are five assisted living facilities
throughout Bayfield County. These
are categorized into groups, which
are briefly described below. The full
list is shown in Table 5-3.
Adult Day Care (ADC) provides
services for a portion of a day in
group settings. These facilities are
not licensed, but may be certified.
Adult Family Homes (AFH) provide
residence care for up to four
adults who are not related to the
operator.
Community-Based Residential
Facilities (CBRF) are residential
facilities serving five or more adults
with treatment, care, and services
that are beyond the room and
board level.
Residential Care Apartment
Complexes (RCAC) are independent
living facilities for five or more adults.

These may be attached portions of nursing homes or community based
residential facilities.
Nursing Homes (NH) provide constant care to residents that have significant
difficulty completing daily living activities.
Bayfield County Assisted Living Facilities
Facility Name

Type

Capacity

Mishomis House

CBRF

12

Oaks at Northern Lights

CBRF

17

Willow Manor

CBRF

8

Chequamegon Area Assisted Living

RCAC

12

Northern Lights Health Care Center

NH
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Libraries
Bayfield County residents have several area libraries available to them
throughout the County. The communities of Bayfield, Cable, Drummond, Iron
River and Washburn have public libraries. All of these libraries are members
of the Northern Waters Library Service. This system covers eight counties in
northern Wisconsin, and allows and assists libraries to share materials with each
other to better meet the requests of the users. Iron River residents most likely use
the Evelyn Goldberg Briggs Memorial Library, located right in Iron River.

Library
Name
Bayfield

Municipality

Total
Service
Population
2009

Square
Footage of
Library

Needed
Square
Footage
for Current
Population

Excess or
(Deficiency)

Bayfield

4,671

4,100

4,671

-571

Cable

1,354

1,008

1,354

-346

Drummond

1,089

2,700

1,089

1,611

Iron River

4,206

2,304

4,206

-1,902

Washburn

5,091

4,845

5,091

-246

Carnegie Library
Forest Lodge
Library
Drummond
Public Library
Evelyn Goldberg
Briggs Memorial
Library
Washburn Public
Library
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The “Needed Square Footage for Current Population” column is based on
an average of one square foot per person in the service population. This is a
generalized estimate of need. While not a substitute for a complete library
needs analysis, it serves as an indicator of current and future library needs.
All five of these libraries are open at least five days per week, and provide
internet access, books, magazines, newspapers, videos and books on
tape. With a population increase, there may be some deficiencies that
these libraries face in terms of space needed to adequately serve their user
population. Based on the above numbers, it appears that all libraries except
the Drummond Public Library could use additional space to accommodate
their service populations.

Schools
Bayfield County is served by a wide assortment of educational facilities
at the elementary, primary, secondary, vocational and postsecondary
levels. In addition, some facilities offer preschool, kindergarten, special
education, religious, business, industrial, trade and vocational training.
Schools not only provide a place for education they also provide several
recreational opportunities for the community and are an important source
of employment.
Children that live in Iron River attend the Maple School District. Students from
Kindergarten through fifth grade attend the Iron River Elementary School.
Older students are transported to the middle school in Poplar, and high
school in Maple.
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Maple School District Enrollment
District

County
Name

Maple School

Bayfield

District

School

Low Gr

High Gr

2010
Enrollment

Iron River

KG

5

126

K4

5

556

6

8

331

9

12

467

TOTAL

1,480

Elementary
Bayfield

Northwestern
Elementary

Bayfield

Northwestern
Middle

Bayfield

Northwestern
High

Bayfield County School District Boundaries
Some children in Iron River are also homeschooled. In 2009-10, there were
81 children homeschooled who would qualify for public school enrollment
in the Maple School District. The number of homeschooled children and
which public school district they would attend if they were enrolled in public
schools is shown below. This equates to approximately 5.5 percent of the
current public school enrollment.

Source: Bayfield County Land Records Department

Maple School District Homeschooled Children
School District
Maple

Number Homeschooled
81

Percent of District Enrollment
5.5%

Source: Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction

ACT scores show the Bayfield County average is less than one point lower
than the Wisconsin average in all categories. Ashland and Washburn School
Districts have average ACT scores that exceed the state average in every
category. Maple School District has average ACT scores in Reading and
English that exceed the state average. Maple School District has average
ACT scores in Reading and English that exceed the state average.
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Colleges
No adult education centers that offer higher education and continuing
education classes and programs are located directly in Bayfield County.
However, there are abundant opportunities through Northland College and
Wisconsin Indian Technical College facilities in Ashland, and the University of
Wisconsin-Superior, in the City of Superior.

Child Care Facilities
Child-care facilities are an important community asset to many individuals.
Dual-earner households with young children need locations for their children
to during the day if both parents are working. Single-parent households also
need a place for their children to go when the parents go to work.
There are thirty-five licensed child-care facilities located throughout Bayfield
County. A list of these is provided below. Many of these facilities are family
facilities, meaning they have a capacity of eight children or less. However,
about half are group facilities, which allow for nine or more children. The
status depends on the size of the facility and the staffing available during
the hours of operation.
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Many of the facilities listed below are in Ashland; however they are listed
under Bayfield County as well because they are the primary servicers for
residents in Bayfield County.
Bayfield County Licensed Child Care Facilities
Day Care Name

Capacity

Country Bears Daycare

8

Little Sprouts Daycare

8

Milk & Honey Daycare, LLC
Smiling Faces Child Care & Preschool
Sunset Acres Day Care

8
30
8

Ms. Krissys Child Care Center

8

Northwoods Preschool

18

Family Forums HS Center #5

20

Red Cliff Early Childhood Center

82

Family Forum Early HS Center #7

16

Family Forum Head Start Center #7

76

Little Friends of Jesus Child Care

40

Tadpoles & Tutus Child Care Center

17

Tree Top Child Care Center

32

ABC Learning Center Day Care

8

Bebeaus Day Care

8

Building Blocks Child Care Center

8

Di Dis Little Rascals

8

Discovery Kids Daycare

8

Happy Hearts Childcare

8

Home Sweet Home Daycare

8

Jackie’s Play Care

8

Kids Korner Day Care

8

Kids R My Business

8

Kids R Us Daycare

8

Kinder Cottage Day Care

8

Learning Express Preschool

8

Nicole’s Home Care

8

Patti’s Family Daycare

8

Ready-Set-Grow Preschool

8

Sheil’s Day Care

8
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Smart Start Preschool

8

Susanne’s Small World Child Care

8

The Beaser Bambino’s Family Daycare

8

Training Wheels Day Care Center

8

Source: Wisconsin Department of Children and Families

Utilities and Community Facilities Goals and Objectives
Local public facility systems often work in conjunction with other public
service providers in the region to help ensure that the needs of current and
future residents are being met. Local community facilities and services would
include the Town Hall, area schools, the new medical clinic, libraries, and
health care facilities. The following set of goals and objectives reflect the
Town’s vision to enhance the quality of life of residents.

Goal
Maintain essential emergency services to protect the public health, safety
and welfare of the community.
•

Objective: Ensure there are adequate emergency services of police, fire,
rescue, hazardous event responses and emergency medical services.

Goal
Maintain and enhance community facilities and services, which contribute
to the quality of life for area residents.
•

Objective: Continue to evaluate Iron River’s Comprehensive Plan
and develop needed utilities and community facilities as deemed
necessary.

•

Objective: Coordinate with Bayfield County and area school districts
to ensure that Iron River residents’ library demands are being satisfied
and determine ways to ensure the community library remains
successful.

•

Objective: Communicate with area school districts to discuss issues
associated with growth and development as it relates to potential
changes in student enrollment.

Goal
Utility improvements shall be planned in a collaborative way with
surrounding jurisdictions.
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•

Objective: Utility improvements shall balance environmental factors with
the need to rehabilitate and expand services and/or utility networks.
•

Encourage government jurisdictions to work together in
implementing policies consistent with the local and county
comprehensive plan recommendations.

Telecommunication Facilities
A number of companies are available to provide telecommunication and
Internet services to Town residents and businesses. In addition, access to
wireless communication facilities is becoming more and more important.
The Town will have to determine whether or not they wish to engage in the
development of communication facilities, or if the private sector should handle
this issue. The demand and construction of these facilities are expected to
increase and the Town should actively participate in discussions and planning
with local communication providers and Bayfield County to ensure that area
residents have access to the latest technology; and any future siting of these
facilities is done so in the best interest of the Town and its residents.

Fire and Rescue
The Town of Iron River is serviced by volunteer fire department. This service is
anticipated to continue over the next 20 years and should be expanded if
demand warrants it.

Assessment of Future Needs
Much of the infrastructure in place is the responsibility of the Town of
Iron River or the Iron River Sanitary District. Many services that residents
throughout Iron River receive are provided privately, such as LP or Natural
Gas and electric service. The Town has a limited role when discussing future
actions and needs of these services and facilities. Working cooperatively
and maintaining open lines of communication with the operators of public
facilities that County residents utilize is key to ensuring the continuance of
shared services.
In the coming decades, Iron River’s population will continue to age and
become less mobile. It is important that all Town residents have equal
opportunities to obtain basic levels of services. In addition to age, the
number of persons will impact the adequacy of the existing facilities and
services that are available throughout the Town.
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Natural and LP Gas, and electric utilities appear to be serving the
community well. If the population within the Town begins to expand in
concentrated areas that are not served with natural gas, there may be an
increasing desire or need to run a pipeline to serve these areas. However,
for the time being, many residents have come to rely on LP gas for their fuel,
and this appears to be adequate.
While there are not an abundant number of companies providing local
telephone service, residents are able to get this service, and it is reliable.
However – cellular phone reception is not as reliable. Many in the Town
would like to see cellular phone reception and service improved. However,
the balance between putting up unsightly towers and providing this service
County-wide has yet to be established. Increasingly nationwide, homes are
canceling their home phone service and relying solely on cellular phones
to remain connected. This is not reliably possible yet in Bayfield County. In
the coming months and years, ongoing discussions regarding the location
and placement of cell towers will continue to be held. The County and local
towns should consider placement of these towers in as minimally intrusive
areas as possible. The Lakes Community Health Center is located in the Town
and provides good local access for medical and mental health care.
Emergency services are sufficient throughout the Town. There is a lack of
health care facilities in the County; however there are very good hospitals
and clinics in nearby communities, including the Cities of Ashland, Hayward
and Superior.
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Schools and libraries adequately serve the needs of Iron River families.
The Maple School District performs relatively well in comparison to state
averages, and the school size is relatively small, typically allowing for
students to get good teacher-student interaction. Libraries are well located
throughout the County. Although some of these facilities are slightly
undersized, there likely is not going to be a strong need to increase their size
in the near future. However, if an influx of residents occurs, these facilities will
continue to be stressed, which will lead to the need for additional space.
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7.
INTERGOVERNMENTAL
COOPERATION
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Intergovernmental
Cooperation
Per the requirements of Wisconsin’s
comprehensive planning
legislation, this element of the
Comprehensive Plan includes a
compilation of goals, objectives,
actions or polices, and programs
for joint planning and decision
making with other jurisdictions.
It will also identify existing and
potential conflicts between the
Town of Iron River and other
governmental units.

Existing Conditions

Adjacent Jurisdictions
The Town of Iron River generally
maintains a cooperative
relationship with all adjoining
towns. Overall there are no major
conflicts between the adjoining
towns. Existing and future land use
activities and community facility
developments are not anticipated
to impact the Town or its residents
or property owners. As the need to
provide services to an increasing
population and housing density,
cooperative ventures between the
Town of Iron River and the towns
must be explored.

As the need to provide services
to an increasing population and
housing density, cooperative
ventures between the Town of Iron
River and the towns must
be explored.
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County and Regional Agencies
The Town of Iron River is located in
Bayfield County. During the 20082009 comprehensive planning
process, a better relationship
between towns and the County
was forged as it relates to land
use and land use classifications.
Through the use of a uniform land
use classification system that
has been adopted by Iron River
as well as the county, land use
disputes related to classifications is
excepted to be reduced.

State Agencies
WDNR and WisDOT are the primary
state agencies the Town of Iron
River must coordinate with to
achieve the goals and objectives
of this plan.
WDNR has a lead role in wildlife
protection and the protection
and sustained management of
woodlands, wetlands and other
natural wildlife habitat areas.
The activities of the WDNR are
discussed further in the Agricultural,
Natural and Cultural Resources
Element of this plan. Additional
information is also available on-line
at www.dnr.state.wi.us.
WisDOT is also a key player in
the planning and development
of transportation facilities in the
Town of Iron River. WisDOT is
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responsible for the maintenance
of State Highways. For additional
information about WisDOT activities
in the Town of Iron River, refer to
the Transportation Element of this
plan. Additional information is also
available on-line at: www.dot.state.
wi.us.
Open communication and
participation in land use and
transportation decisions,
which may impact the Town,
is an important priority for
intergovernmental cooperation
in the future.

Assessment of Future
Conditions
In the future, it is hoped that an
open and continuous dialog
between the Town, Bayfield
County, and other governmental
jurisdictions will result in cooperative
and mutually beneficial efforts.
These efforts are critical to the
future planning and development
of public and shared services and
open communications. Without the
coordination and cooperation of
local governmental jurisdictions,
decisions critical to preserving
and enhancing local and
regional characteristics, activities,
and natural resources will be
compromised.

Intergovernmental Plans, Agreements, and Relationships
The number of existing intergovernmental plans, agreements, and
relationships involving the Town of Iron River is somewhat limited. The primary
intergovernmental agreements and relationships involve schooling and
emergency services.
The Town has no cooperative boundary agreements as defined under
State Statute 66.0307. A regional master plan as defined under State
Statute 66.0309 is being completed by the Northwest Wisconsin Regional
Planning Commission (NWRPC). Other indirect relationships exist between
neighboring jurisdictions, the Maple School District, Bayfield County, the
NWRPC, WDNR, WisDOT, and several other state agencies/departments.
Enhancing the relationship of the Town with all adjoining and overlapping
jurisdictions can and will advance dialogue and actions necessary to ready
the Town for future changes in land use and growth pressures.

Conflict Resolution Procedures
The Town recognizes the importance of coordinating with neighboring
communities. If conflicts arise, initial attempts to resolve such conflicts
could involve written or face-to-face communication between elected or
appointed community officials. If these efforts do not result in a mutually
satisfactory agreement, more formal conflict resolution methods could be
explored, such as mediation or arbitration. Additional conflict resolution
techniques are available in Wisconsin State Statute 802.12.
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67

Intergovernmental Cooperation Goals and Objectives
The following set of goals and objectives have been prepared to encourage
the Town to cooperatively work with adjoining and overlapping jurisdictions
to provide essential services in the most efficient and cost-effective manner.

Goal
Improve communication with neighboring towns, Bayfield County, area
school districts, and state agencies
•

Objective: Notify the area school districts about proposed residential
developments so the districts may plan accordingly. Encourage the
school district to provide input into these decisions.

•

Objective: Notify appropriate state agencies of proposed land use
changes and development plans.

•
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•

WisDOT of proposed development projects adjacent to
state trunk highways so they can plan accordingly for future
improvements.

•

Coordinate with WisDOT and WDNR to ensure transportation
facilities are safe and natural resources are protected.

Objective: Seek ways to share community facilities and services with
neighboring communities and coordinate on multi-jurisdictional
applications whenever possible.
•

Inventory equipment and services of adjacent jurisdictions.

•

Develop formal agreements when sharing and developing
services.

•

Explore the potential for mutual services with neighboring
towns including road development/maintenance, garbage
collection, etc.

•

Seek funds for housing rehabilitation in coordination with other
jurisdictions.

•

Objective: Identify existing or potential conflicts between local
governmental units, including future land use trends, and describe
processes to resolve such conflicts.
•

Establish a conflict resolution process with adjoining and
overlapping jurisdictions.

•

Work with Bayfield County and the surrounding Towns on land
use and zoning issues as well as the development of Light
Imprint Design Standards.

•

Address potential annexation with surrounding Towns before it
becomes and issue.

Intergovernmental Cooperation

69

8.
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
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Economic Development
This element assess categories or
particular types of new businesses
and industries desired by the Town,
assess strengths and weaknesses
with respect to attracting and
retaining businesses and industries,
and shall designate an adequate
number of sites for such businesses
and industries. County, regional
and state economic development
programs that apply to the Town
shall also be identified.

Existing Conditions
There are a large number of
employers/businesses located in
the Town of Iron River, including
retail, service, realtors, mechanical,
electrical, trades, grocer, banking,
restaurant/saloon, etc. Businesses
are located in the downtown and
along US Hwy 2. There is also the
annual Blueberry Festival that
draws large annual crowds to
participate in the various activities
including arts and crafts, fruit
dishes, and music.
According to the 2000 Census the
Town of Iron River unemployment
was 2.7 percent as compared to
Bayfield County’s 5.3 percent. Also,
over 42.7 percent of residents 25
years old or higher of the Town of
Iron River possessed at least a high
school diploma.

The median household income in
the Town of Iron River is $28,796 of
the Bayfield County $33,390, and
Wisconsin $43,791.

Current Businesses/Industry
The Town of Iron River has niche
businesses and industries such as
boating and trail vehicles (500
miles of groomed motored vehicle
trails), hiking/biking, fishing/hunting,
bakery goods, Winery-production
of wine and mead, hotels/saloons,
and specialty systems Industry. This
creates a unique opportunity for
reaching the regional and national
marketplace.
Residents have easy access to
the local businesses as well as
other service businesses in Town.
The downtown features multiple
businesses including restaurants,
saloons, grocery store, bowling
alley, service center, fueling and
service stations.

The Town of Iron River has niche
businesses and industries such as
boating and trail vehicles (500
miles of groomed motored vehicle
trails), hiking/biking, fishing/
hunting, bakery goods, Wineryproduction of wine and mead,
hotels/saloons, and specialty
systems Industry.

Educational, health, and social
services, and retail trade were
the top two industries Iron River
residents were employed by in
2000 according to the United
States Census. Educational, health,
and social services represents 19.3
percent of employment and retail
trade represents 17.9 percent by
industry. Some residents of the
workforce commute from the Town
to other areas for employment.
Economic Development
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Economic Development Goals and Objectives
The primary goal and objective of economic development is to enhance
the quality of life for residents through expanding the local tax base,
supporting existing businesses and attracting new complimentary
businesses, and to attract jobs that provide a living wage. Combining
economic development efforts with other units of government and related
organizations leverages public investment and often increases the success
of economic development initiatives. The following set of recommended
goals, objectives, and action steps has been developed to assist in the
overall economic development efforts of the Town.

Goal
Iron River will strive for long-term economic health
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•

Objective: As appropriate provide financial assistance and/or
incentives through state and federal grants, low interest loans and
other financial instruments to existing and new businesses

•

Objective: Coordinate the provision of transportation and utility
improvements necessary to develop or redevelop business and
industrial areas.

•

Objective: Market the unique products that are offered in Iron River to
the national market by way of Internet.

•

Objective: Support downtown Iron River as a distinct opportunity for
commercial and service establishments and housing. Encourage a
variety of retail services for area residents.

•

Objective: Ensure that future commercial development is compatible
with the existing character of the Town.

•

Objective: Ensure that the zoning code adequately addresses
development standards that reflect the characteristics of the Town
(e.g. appropriate building materials, setbacks from natural resources,
signage, lighting, landscaping, etc.).

•

Objective: New commercial activities should be limited to those
areas designated for such use on the Future Land Use Map in order
to minimize adverse impacts upon surrounding land use, particularly
residential use.

•

Objective: Prevent uncontrolled commercial strip development.

•

Objective: New industrial activities should be limited to those areas
designated for such use on the Future Land Use Map in order to
minimize adverse impacts upon surrounding land use, particularly
residential use.

Assessment of Future Conditions
Future commercial and industrial development in the Town of Iron River
is most likely to occur in the downtown area. The development of this
Comprehensive Plan is seen as an important step to plan for the type, size
and location of development. New business will be important for the Town of
Iron River to continue to grow and prosper. It will also increase the tax base
for the Town.

Economic Development
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Brownfield Redevelopment

Brownfield Redevelopment Sites

There are sites located in Iron River
that are in need of environmental
remediation. A search through
the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources (WDNR)
site indicated that there are
three OPEN contaminated sites
throughout Iron River that are
either have open or conditionally
closed investigations. An open
status indicates that the site is in
need of clean-up, or that cleanup is underway. A conditionally
closed status indicates that
clean-up actions have been
approved, but site closure will not
be approved pending receipt of
documentation of abandonment
of wells or disposable soil. This
search was conducted for sites
that contained leaky underground
storage tanks (LUSTs) or sites that
are in need of environmental
repair (ERP) for reasons other
than LUSTs. A leaky underground
storage tank has contaminated
soil and/or groundwater with
petroleum, which includes toxic
or cancer causing substances.
ERP sites have contaminated soil
and/or groundwater, including
industrial dumping or spills that
need long term.

A search of the WDNR BRRTS
database revealed that the Town
of Iron River has 38 sites that have
been contaminated. Of these, 26
sites are “Closed,” meaning that
the sites have been satisfactorily
cleaned according to state
standards. There are six “No Action”
sites, which means that based
upon the action or site attributes,
no action needs to be taken to
clean-up the site. There are two
sites that are “Removed,” meaning
no additional cleaning needs to
occur on these sites. There are two
sites that are “Open,” meaning
clean-up is still needed. These
sites are located at the Tri-County
Corridor Bridge, and Lakehead Oil/
Iron River Auto Parts.
Open sites can often be
remediated and reused for
commercial or industrial businesses.
This would allow the City to
reuse this land, and enable the
preservation of natural resources,
as businesses can avoid developing
Greenfield acreage.

Local Plans and Programs
There are a variety of local,
regional and statewide economic
development tools available to
municipalities to assist them with
supporting existing businesses
and recruiting new businesses.
In addition, there are programs
available for individual businesses
to assist in start-up and expansion.
What follows is a list with description
of agencies, programs, and
resources that can assist the Town
of Iron River with its economic
development efforts. This is not
intended to be a complete list, but
rather the most likely tools to be
used by Iron River.
At the state level, economic
development took on the form of
creating a strategic framework that
refines the state’s priorities, renews
commitment to existing programs,
and presents new programs.
Released by Governor Doyle in
September of 2003, the “Grow
Wisconsin” initiative focuses on four
areas:
1. Fostering a competitive
business climate to create
fertile conditions for growth.
2. Investing in people to help
families climb the economic
ladder.

3. Investing in Wisconsin
businesses to encourage job
creation.
4. Making government
responsive to reform
regulations and unleash
the economic power of
our companies without
sacrificing our shared values.
A variety of programs and tools
are available to locally pursue
economic development that aligns
with these strategies. Tools include
tax increment financing (TIF),
grant/loan funding, job creation,
impact fees, tax abatement,
low-interest business loans and
business incubators. Effectively
using these tools requires an
investment by the community to
provide resources such as staff to
organize and manage these tools,
foster partnerships, and secure and
manage funding. A limited amount
of technical assistance is available
from the state, county and other
organizations.

Economic Development
Administration
The U.S. Department of Commerce,
Economic Development
Administration offers two programs
for assistance with economic
development that apply to the
Town. One is the Public Works and
Economic Development Facilities
Economic Development
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Assistance Program, which supports the construction or rehabilitation of
essential public infrastructure and development facilities necessary to
generate private sector jobs and investment, including investments that
support technology-led development, redevelopment of brownfield
(contaminated) sites, and eco-industrial development. Secondly, the
Economic Adjustment Assistance Program is available to: (1) address the
immediate needs of businesses and communities presently undergoing
transition due to a sudden and severe job loss; and (2) demonstrate new
and proactive approaches for economic competitiveness within the region.

Rural Development
The USDA Rural Development Community Facility Loan Program provides
funds to local units of government to construct, enlarge, extend, or
otherwise improve community facilities providing essential services in rural
areas and towns.

Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
At least four programs are available to local units of government through
the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation.
The first program is the Community Development Block Grant for Economic
Development (CDBG-ED). The program was designed to assist businesses
that will invest private funds and create jobs as they expand or relocate to
Wisc		
onsin. The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation
awards the funds to a general-purpose unit of government (community)
which then loans the funds to a business. When the business repays the
loan, the community may retain the funds to capitalize a local revolving
loan fund. This fund can then be utilized to finance additional economic
development projects within the community.
The second program is the Community Development Block Grant Public
Facilities for Economic Development (CDBG-PFED). It is a federally funded
program designed to assist communities with expanding or upgrading
infrastructure.
The third program available from the Wisconsin Economic Development
Corporation is the Community Development Block Grant—Blight
Elimination and Brownfield Development (CDBG-BEBD) Program. The
program is designed to assist communities with assessing or remediating
76

Town of Iron River

the environmental contamination of an abandoned, idle or under used
industrial or commercial facility or site in a blighted area. Critical to
obtaining a grant is a redevelopment plan that describes how the property
will be reused for commercial or industrial development that results in jobs
and private investment in the community.
The fourth program available is the Community Development Block Grant
for Public Facilities (CDBG-PF). It is a federally funded program designed
to assist communities with expanding or upgrading their infrastructure (i.e.,
streets, sewer mains, water mains, etc.), library, senior center, handicap
accessibility projects, downtown improvements, fire stations among others.
Eligible applicants must meet one or more of the following criteria, low to
moderate income equal to or greater than 51 percent, be a slum and blight
project, or be an Urgent Local Need.

Wisconsin Department of Transportation
Available from the Wisconsin Department of Transportation is a program
called the Transportation Facilities Economic Assistance and Development
Program (TEA). The intent of the TEA program is to help support new business
development in Wisconsin by funding transportation improvements that are
needed to secure jobs in the state. A governing body, a business, a consortium
group, or any combination thereof can apply for TEA program funding.

Enterprise Development Zone (EDZ) Program
The EDZ Program provides tax incentives to new or expanding businesses
whose projects will affect distressed areas. Based on the economic impact
of a proposed business project, the Department of Commerce will be able
to designate an enterprise development zone. A zone is “site specific”
and applies to only one business. In order to participate in the program, a
business should work with one of Commerce’s Area Development Managers
and complete a prospect data sheet to submit to the Department. Projects
must affect distressed areas suffering from high unemployment, lowincomes, declining population, and declining property values.

Community Development Zones
The Wisconsin Community Development Zone Program can help to expand
businesses, start a new one, or relocate a current business to Wisconsin. The
Community Development Zone Program is a tax benefit initiative designed
to encourage private investment and to improve both the quality and
quantity of employment opportunities.
Economic Development
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Transportation Economic Assistance and Development
(TEA-Grant) Program
The Transportation Economic Assistance (TEA) program provides 50 percent
state grants to governing bodies, private businesses, and consortiums
for road, rail, harbor and airport projects that help attract employers to
Wisconsin, or encourage business and industry to remain and expand in
the state. The goal of the TEA program is to attract and retain business
firms in Wisconsin and thus create or retain jobs. The businesses cannot be
speculative and local communities must assure that the number of jobs
anticipated from the proposed project will materialize within three years
from the date of the project agreement and remain after another four
years. The program is designed to implement an improvement more quickly
than normal state programming processes allow. The 50 percent local
match can come from any combination of local, federal, or private funds or
in-kind services.

Bayfield County Economic Development Corporation
The Bayfield County Economic Development Corporation provides
economic development services to the communities of Bayfield County.
It plays a coordinating role for economic development issues that affect
Bayfield County and its communities, helps with retention and recruitment,
and assists in marketing the county to business and industry. The corporation
has a revolving loan fund, provides site selection services for industrial and
technology parks, and can be a conduit for state and federal funding.
Additional economic development information can be obtained at www.
bayfieldcountyedc.net.

Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College
The Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College (WITC) provides educational
programs in support of business and industry in the region. It not only provides
customized training and technical assistance programs, it also runs an
affiliate center of the Northwest Wisconsin Manufacturing Outreach Center
which helps manufacturers access and use modern tools and strategies.
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Realtors Association of Northern Wisconsin
The Realtors Association of Northern Wisconsin is the local association of
real estate brokers. This organization plays an important supportive role to
economic development by providing access to the real estate market and
relocation services for business and people.

Northwest Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission
On a multi-county level, the Northwest Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission conducts economic development and transportation planning
and project development. The Commission is designated as an economic
development district by the Economic Development Administration. It
is required to undertake economic development planning and project
identification for all ten counties and the tribal nations of Bad River, Red
Cliff, Lac du Flambeau, Lac Courte Oreilles, and St. Croix of the region. The
Commission provides local economic strategies, industrial site analyses,
economic development financing, county economic and population
profiles, and community and industrial park profiles.
Effectively using these tools and programs requires an investment by the
municipality to provide resources such as stuff to organize and manage
these tools, foster partnerships, and secure and manage funding. A limited
amount of technical assistance is available to municipalities from the State,
County, Regional Planning Commission, and other organizations.

Economic Development
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Land Use
The Land Use Chapter is intended to provide important background data,
analyze trends, and define future needs related to land use. This information
will serve as the foundation for the development of goals, objectives,
policies, and actions. This land use element must be defined and utilized in
conjunction with the other eight planning elements and will serve as a guide to
future growth and development within the Town of Iron River.
Defining appropriate land use involves more than making ecological and
economical choices. It is also about retaining values, lifestyles, cultural assets,
and community character. The planning of future land uses is sometimes
perceived as an intrusion on the rights of private property owners. The actual
purpose of this activity is to protect rights of the individuals and to give
landowners, citizens, and local communities the opportunity to define their
own destiny.
As required, this chapter contains a listing of the amount, type, and intensity
of existing uses of land and discusses opportunities for redevelopment within
the Town. This chapter will analyze existing trends in the supply, demand,
and price of land and contains a future land use map that identifies the
community’s vision for future land uses.

Land Use
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Existing Conditions
See Addendum for the Existing Land Use Map of Iron River.

Existing Land Use
2006
Real Estate
Class

2011

2006 - 2011 Change

Parcels

Acres

Acres –
Percent
of Total

Parcels

Acres

Acres –
Percent
of Total

Parcels

Acres

1,256

2,556

20.6%

1,306

2,662

21.5%

50

106

4.1%

101

169

1.4%

96

166

1.3%

-5

-3

-1.8%

Manufacturing

4

66

0.5%

4

66

0.5%

0

0

0.0%

Agricultural

2

19

0.2%

7

35

0.3%

5

16

84.2%

Undeveloped

98

1,220

9.9%

99

1,286

10.4%

1

66

5.4%

Residential
Commercial

Ag Forest

Acres –
Percentage
Change

1

10

0.1%

6

31

0.3%

5

21

210.0%

Forest

318

8,338

67.4%

326

8,134

65.7%

8

-204

-2.4%

Other

0

0

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

0

0

0.0%

1,780

12,378

100%

1,844

12,380

100.0%

64

2

0.0%

Real Estate Totals

The Town of Iron River is largely forested. According to 2011 assessment
records, over 65 percent of the Town is forested, with another 22 percent being
residential. Developed uses (residential, commercial, and manufacturing)
make up approximately 23 percent of the Town’s assessed acreage.
Between 2006 and 2011, 50 residential parcels were created, a 3.9 percent
increase. Commercial parcels decreased by five, while there was no
change in manufacturing.
When looking at assessments, some land is valued less in Iron River than
elsewhere in Bayfield County. Most of this likely has to do with high-value
lots and structures located along lakes in other communities throughout the
County. All of the land classes in the County saw value per acre increases
between 2006 and 2011. The Town of Iron River also saw increases in the
value per acre of most land use classes during this time, with the exception
of the residential, manufacturing and agricultural classes.
Table 7-2 2001 Real Estate Class Acreage
Municipality

Year

Total Assessed
Acres*

Residential
Acres

Commercial
Acres

Manufacturing
Acres

Agricultural
Acres

Swamp Acres

Forest Acres

2001

12,391

2,130

216

67

29

1,200

8,749

Town
Iron River
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Land Value per
Acre

Iron River
2006

Bayfield County

2011

2006

2011

Residential

$35,738

$32,219

$23,092

$24,978

Commercial

$24,276

$28,720

$18,670

$20,826

$1,733

$1,733

$2,468

$2,468

Agriculture

$179

$123

$108

$116

Undeveloped

$437

$460

$336

$349

Manufacturing

Ag Forest

$0

$1,200

$806

$759

Forest

$1,704

$1,826

$1,573

$1,569

Other

n/a

n/a

$2,866

$3,286

Future Conditions
New classifications for the land use categories has been developed in
accordance to future demands and vision for Iron River. Next is an overview
of each land use classification and recommendations for each land use
found within this plan.
IRON RIVER ACRES (TOWN
BOUNDARY ACREAGE)

22,724

FLU CODE
A

Public Forest

B

Industrial (or Private) Forest

6,592
2,997

C

Forest – Limited Residential

5,454

D

Agricultural Core

E

Agricultural – Limited Residential

F

Rural – Moderate Residential

G

Shoreland – Concentrated Residential

H

Shoreland Recreation

I

Village Mixed Use

1,508

J

Village Residential

0

K

Commercial

87

L

Industrial

79

M

Mining Overlay

996

N

Natural Resources Protection

O

Tribal Lands Overlay

P

Municipal/Institutional

0
241
0
2,255
0

0
126

LAKES

2,313

TOTAL

22,648
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Public Forest
This category encompasses and is divided into Federal, State and County
forests. The purpose of this district is to recognize the County’s large areas
of publicly-held forest land and provide for the continuance of forestry and
recreational activities.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Forestry
Secondary–Recreation, camping, hiking, skiing, fishing, etc.

Performance Standards
Management by federal, state and/or county agencies.

Recommendations
The overall goal of the public forest land use classification is to preserve and
protect public forest lands for future generations. Development within this
land use classification is prohibited unless the land use map is amended.

Industrial (or Private Forest)
Areas designated for long-term forest management and low-impact
recreation. Not intended for mixed forestry and residential uses.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Forestry
Secondary–Recreation, very limited residential

Performance Standards
Forest management practices; natural and scenic resource protection
guidelines

Recommendations
Timber harvesting is an essential form of income for the County. The
County forestry department should continue to work cooperatively with
the commercial forest industry to encourage sustained commercial use of
forestlands. Best Management Practices (BMPs) should be utilized so that
timber harvesting is conducted in a manner that minimizes the adverse
impacts on watersheds and wildlife habitat.
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Forest-Limited Residential
Areas designated for mixed forestry and very low-density residential/
recreational uses.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Forestry
Secondary–Low density residential, recreation, home-based businesses

Performance Standards
View-shed standards to protect views. Encourage conservation design in
order to protect natural resources, scenic qualities and forestry activities.

Recommendations
In order to ensure that the forest region of Bayfield County is preserved
while still allowing for development, cluster zoning and conservation
design practices will be required within the forest-limited residential land
classification of Bayfield County.

Agricultural Core
Areas where agriculture is well-established and intended to be permanent.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Agriculture, low-density residential. Minimum density is 1 unit per 35
acres

Performance Standards
Encourage this land use pattern and preserve working farmland

Recommendations
Active farming is the primary land use for the agricultural core land use
classification. As a means of protecting active farmland within this land
use, the County should incorporate the Land Evaluation Site Assessment
(LESA) tool. In determining agricultural land evaluation, soils are rated and
placed into groups ranging from the best to the least suited for a specific
agricultural use, such as cropland, forestland, or rangeland. Then, a relative
value is determined for each group.

Land Use
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Agricultural-Limited Residential
Agricultural areas that are transitioning into other uses; areas where smallscale or specialized agriculture are compatible with low-density residential
development.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Agriculture, low density residential. Minimum density is
1 unit per 10 acres.

Performance Standards
Encourage conservation design in order to protect agricultural operations,
scenic qualities and natural resources.

Recommendations
In order to ensure that active agricultural areas are preserved and
protected, cluster housing and conservation design will be promoted within
the agricultural-limited residential land classification.

Rural-Moderate Residential
Areas designated for large-lot or clustered residential in a rural, largely
wooded setting.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Large-lot or clustered residential.
Secondary–Forestry, recreation, limited home-based businesses. Maximum
density is 1 unit per 5 acres.

Performance Standards
Encourage conservation design and view-shed standards to protect scenic
views and rural character.

Recommendations
Where designated rural residential lands are adjacent to lands protected for
resource use, a reasonable dwelling setback from the resource land should
be required and any other means used to minimize the potential for conflicts
between accepted resource management practices and rural residents
should be incorporated.
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Shoreland-Concentrated Residential
Areas that include existing and potential shoreland development,
encouraging future development at intensities that will protect water
quality and natural habitat.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Residential.
Secondary–Limited, low-impact recreational uses; limited multi-family or
attached residential.

Performance Standards
Vegetative buffers, clearance requirements, and stormwater management
plans.

Recommendations
In order to balance growth with the natural beauty of the many
lakes, streams, wetlands, and rivers within Bayfield County, residential
development with this land use classification should incorporate cluster
development, conservation design and vegetative buffer standards. The
County should consider refining conservation design and master plan
guidelines.

Shoreland Recreation
Areas that are or will be developed with a combination of commercial
recreation and residential use.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Resort development, commercial recreation, residential uses,
including limited multi-family or attached residential.

Performance Standards
Vegetative buffers, clearance requirements, and stormwater
management plans.

Land Use
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Recommendations
Shoreland recreational areas are intended to blend small-scale commercial
with residential uses. Both of these uses should follow the recommendations
set forth as part of the Shoreland-Concentrated Residential land use
classification.

Village Mixed Use
Unincorporated village centers, including those with central utilities.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Mixed commercial, residential, institutional uses.
Secondary–Recreational, institutional.

Performance Standards
Contextual design standards may be considered to avoid out-of-scale
development.

Recommendations
Higher density development should be designated in traditional village
centers or municipal areas. The County will encourage individual design
standards on a town-by-town basis within village mixed-use areas.

Village Residential
Residential neighborhoods within unincorporated villages; many include
potential expansion areas.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Single-family residential.
Secondary–Other types of residential, senior housing, etc.

Performance Standards
Contextual design standards may be considered to avoid out-of-scale
development.

Recommendations
Residential development within the Village Residential land use classification
should be developed in a fashion that meets the size, scale and context of
surrounding areas.
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Commercial
Existing highway-oriented commercial.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Commercial and small-scale office uses.

Performance Standards
Examine potential design standards to improve aesthetics and vehicular
and pedestrian access.

Recommendations
New commercial development will be encouraged in core communities
throughout the County. Where limited commercial is proposed, it should
be developed in small rural residential clusters and near major intersections
throughout the County.

Industrial
Recognizes existing industries and potential new business park locations.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Industrial
Secondary–Limited commercial.

Performance Standards
Review and updated performance standards for environmental protection.

Recommendations
New industrial development will be encouraged in core communities
throughout the County. Design standards and guidelines for industrial land
uses will be encouraged throughout the County.

Land Use
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Mining
Existing sand and gravel operations will be treated as a temporary use, with
land to be eventually reclaimed.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–Extraction, to be determined by application

Performance Standards
Performance standards for management and reclamation of sites. Try to
avoid conflicts with residential development.

Recommendations
A mitigation and restoration plan is required for mining areas within
the County.
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Natural Resources Protection
Identified priority natural resource areas to be protected, including lakes,
rivers, wetlands, steep slopes, rivers, lakes, streams, bluffs, floodplains, and
other features to be determined.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–See underlying zoning map for specified uses within this area.

Performance Standards
Performance standards differ depending upon the specific resource.

Recommendations
The purpose of this overlay is to limit development in and adjacent to areas
classified as significant natural resource areas. Where development is
proposed, a master plan will be required prior to formal review by
the County.

Land Use
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Tribal Lands
An overlay upon various other land use categories indicating Trust lands
within the Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indian Reservation.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–See underlying land use or zoning designation.

Performance Standards
Recognize Tribal Plans and Land Uses

Recommendations
Land use classifications within this area are made by the Tribal Council.
As a part of the intergovernmental cooperation portion of this plan, land
use decisions within both Tribal Lands and lands abutting the Tribal Lands
Overlay are encouraged to be reviewed jointly.

Municipal
Areas that are owned or operated by the County, town, school district or
intergovernmental agency or organization.

Primary and Secondary Land Use
Primary–County, Town or School owned or operated facilities.

Performance Standards
Examine potential design standards to improve aesthetics and vehicular
and pedestrian access.

Recommendations
Municipal land use classifications include Town Halls, schools, churches,
airports and other Town, County or municipal-owned or operated lands.
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Land Use Goals and Objectives
The land use goals are idealized end results that the Comprehensive Plan
strives to accomplish in managing future growth while protecting social,
economic, and natural resources. The land use objectives represent the
official position and action items that the Town will follow with respect to
implementing controlled growth strategies.
The Town of Iron River anticipates slow growth to meet the projected
population demands as outlined in Chapter 2. In order to ensure that future
growth and changes in land use do not adversely affect the rural character
or natural resources of the area, the Town of Iron has developed the
following goals and objectives.

Goal
Preserve and enhance Iron River’s small town character.
•

•

Objective: Encourage rural residential development and densities to
be clustered.
•

Develop and administer a site plan review process to ensure a
uniform image throughout the community.

•

Determine if existing zoning classifications are sufficient to meet
the future needs of the Iron River.

Objective: Coordinate with neighboring towns and Bayfield County
regarding anticipated future growth and day-to-day planning
activities.
•

•

Regularly meet with officials from adjacent towns and Bayfield
County to discuss future planning activities and developments
that may impact all communities.

Objective: Encourage low-impact development especially in areas
near sensitive natural resources.
•

Coordinate with Bayfield County to consider additional
requirements for conservation considerations in lakeshore
areas. These requirements and best management practices
should establish a minimum percentage of area that shall be
preserved in a development and create buffers zones and
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screens along roads and sensitive natural resources (i.e. steep
slopes, wooded areas, wetlands, lakes, etc.).
•

•

Downtown Iron River

Develop light-imprint guidelines that will provide standards
for minimizing the environmental impact from residential,
commercial and industrial uses.

Objective: Provide continual public review and a public-based
amendatory process to the comprehensive plan.
•

Conduct a review of the comprehensive plan at least every
five years.

•

Utilize the plan commission to inform the Town Board on
recommended changes needed within the comprehensive
plan as land use patterns or trends change.

Assessment of Future Conditions
The use of land is the most important factor in managing the future growth
of any community. Land use trends indicate what changes are occurring
regarding type, location, and intensity of land uses over time. It is these
changes that have to be managed in a manner that is beneficial to area
residents and the environment.
Future land use activities and their resulting change to the landscape over
the next 20-year period are difficult to predict. Changes in the local or
national economy, natural disasters, and the overall change in year-round
residents are some of the factors that will influence how land use activities
may change in the future. Future land use changes for the period 2005
to 2025 has been developed to assist in predicting future development
activities relating to agricultural, residential, and forestland use. According
to the U.S. Census, the Iron River will experience a small increase in total
housing units and only a small increase in the total number of households.

Downtown Iron River with design standards
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Wisconsin Chapter 66.1001 requires local communities to explore and plan for
redevelopment options and identifying potential smart growth areas. Smart
Growth Areas are areas with existing infrastructure and services in place,
where development and redevelopment can be easily directed. These areas
may also be recently developing land contiguous to existing development that
will be developed at densities that will have relatively low public service costs.

The Future Land Use Map is intended to serve as a guide to the plan
commission and Town Board in matters concerning land use activities. As a
decision-making tool it is important that it be regarded as general in nature
and should not be used for site-specific decisions. It is for this reason that only
general locations for various land uses are shown on the map.

Opportunities for Redevelopment
Specific opportunities were not discussed and will be handled on an as
need basis. Decisions on redevelopment will be based on the zoning
ordinance and comprehensive plan.

Land Use Conflicts
There are no known land use conflicts.

Boundaries of service areas of public utilities
The boundaries for the public utilities mirror the Town limits shown in the
Future Land Use Map.

Land Use Policies
The Town of Iron River will routinely review and amend the Future Land Use
Map and comprehensive plan. The Town recognizes that a comprehensive
plan is not a static document and that it must evolve to reflect current
conditions. In some situations, it may even be desirable to amend the Town’s
plan (and maps) to accommodate a compatible, but previously unplanned
use. Likewise, a change in county or regional policy, technological changes,
or environmental changes may also impact the plan.

What is Light-imprint?
Light-imprint is a
green approach to
compact residential,
commercial and
industrial design. By
incorporating lightimprint design techniques
within the context of the
Town of Iron River, better
management of runoff,
natural drainage areas and
overall design concepts can
be enhanced.

Any change to the plan (including the plan maps) will be considered in the
context of all nine required plan elements, including the visions, goals and
policies expressed in this document. When amendments are considered
the Town will initiate a formal public hearing and distribution per the
requirements of the Wisconsin Smart Growth Law. Any amendment to the
Comprehensive Plan (including maps) will first be reviewed by the Plan
Commission and a recommendation will be given to the Town Board for
their consideration of approval.
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Land Use Agencies and Programs
There are a number of available agencies and programs to assist
communities with land use projects. Below are brief descriptions of various
agencies and programs.

University of Wisconsin
The UW-Madison has a department of Urban Planning that can provide
research and outreach planning services to area communities. For more
information visit www.wisc.edu/urpl.
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Assessment of Future Conditions
The use of land is the most important factor in managing the future growth
of any community. Land use trends indicate what changes are occurring
regarding type, location, and intensity of land uses over time. It is these
changes that have to be managed in a manner that is beneficial to area
residents and the environment.
Future land use activities and their resulting change to the landscape over
the next 20-year period are difficult to predict. Changes in the local or
national economy, natural disasters, and the overall change in year-round
residents are some of the factors that will influence how land use activities
may change in the future. Future land use changes for the period 2010
to 2030 have been developed to assist in predicting future development
activities relating to agricultural, residential, and forestland use. According to
the U.S. Census, the County will experience a small increase in total housing
units and only a small increase in the total number of households, therefore,
no significant land use changes are anticipated.
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Development limitations are
represented by those areas
that are labeled as wetlands,
floodplains, and extreme slopes.
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Implementation
This element serves as a “priority”
list for implementing and realizing
the plan. It prescribes those
actions necessary to realize the
visions, goals, and objectives
highlighted in previous chapters of
the plan. The plan addresses many
important components critical to
sustaining a healthy community
while preserving the areas rural
character, natural resources, and
history. As change is inevitable, the
plan may need to be amended
to appropriately reflect land use
changes.

Action Plan
The Town of Iron River
Comprehensive Plan is intended
to help guide land use decisions
within the Town. The plan is an
expression of the Town’s wishes
and desires and provides a
series of policies for assisting the
community in attaining its visions,
goals, and objectives. The plan
is not an attempt to predict the
future, but rather an attempt
to document the community’s
values and philosophies that
citizens of the Town of Iron River
share. The plan guides a variety
of community issues including
housing, transportation, land use,
economic development, and
intergovernmental cooperation.

The Iron River Plan Commission,
Town Board, and citizens in
reviewing all proposals pertaining
to development in the Town
of Iron River should utilize the
Comprehensive Plan. Proposals
should be examined to determine
whether they are consistent with
community wishes and desires as
expressed in the plan. As part of
the review, a thorough review of
the plan is necessary with particular
attention given to the goals and
objectives. Where the impact of a
proposed development is minimal,
the evaluation may simply be a
determination of whether or not
the plan provides relevant direction
and whether the requested action
is in conformance with the plan.
Development proposals with
significant potential impacts will
require a more detailed analysis in
order to determine consistency.

The Town of Iron River
Comprehensive Plan is intended
to help guide land use decisions
within the Town. The plan is an
expression of the Town’s wishes
and desires and provides a series of
policies for assisting the community
in attaining its visions, goals, and
objectives.
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Plan Integration and
Consistency
Within this implementation
element, it is required to “describe
how each of the elements of
the comprehensive plan will be
integrated and made consistent
with the other elements of the
comprehensive plan.” As a result
of the comprehensive plan being
developed in a coordinated and
simultaneous effort, the planning
process has ensured that the
development and review of each
element is consistent with the
others; and based on that analysis,
there are no known inconsistencies
between the planning elements.
In the future, as plan amendments
occur, it is important that the Iron
River Plan Commission and Town
Board both conduct consistency
reviews. Those reviews will ensure
the document continues to
represent an integrated approach
to planning.
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To ensure consistency across
jurisdictional boundaries, the Town
of Iron River encourages early
dialog between all adjoining and
overlapping jurisdictions (towns and
counties) as they develop or revise
their comprehensive plans and
ordinances. Where inconsistencies
are identified and a resolution
cannot be reached, future actions
can be developed to bring the
parties together to address their
concerns.

Plan Monitoring and
Evaluation
As part of the comprehensive
planning process, a number of
goals, objectives, and action
items were developed that when
implemented are intended to
build stronger relationships and
give direction to the Town Board
and its residents. The goals are the
“purpose or end” that provides
direction for the Town and other
governmental organizations, such
as Bayfield County. Objectives are
statements that are measurable
benchmarks the community works
to achieve, and the actions are
more specific statements that set
preferred courses of action to carry
out the objectives in the future.
While many of the objectives and
actions can be accomplished in
the short term several others will be
continuous or ongoing and do not
have a specific implementation
target date. As is stipulated in 1999
Wisconsin Act 9, a comprehensive
plan must be updated at least
once every 10 years. However, in
order to ensure that the Town’s
plan is an effective management
tool, the Town of Iron River Plan
Commission will review the plan
goals and objectives annually to
track those activities that have
been completed to realize its
accomplishments and identify
areas where additional resources

or actions are needed. Part of this
effort, will also include addressing
conflicts which may arise between
the elements of the plan.
As a means of measuring progress
towards achieving the goals
of the comprehensive plan, an
implementation schedule has been
developed that assigned a target
date to the plans’ objectives and
actions.
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Table 10–1 Housing Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: The housing stock should provide an adequate range of housing opportunities to meet
the varied needs and desires of existing and future community residents.
Objective: Maintain viable, properly zoned areas that are available for new residential
development.
Action: Support efforts of private and non-profit organizations to address the needs of all
income levels, age groups, and persons with special needs in the development of housing.

Ongoing
Ongoing

Objective: Increase the supply of alternative housing opportunities to serve residents of all
ages, including but not limited to, independent and assisted living facilities for elderly and

2010-2015

disabled residents.
Action: Support efforts and new programs that will provide additional elderly and disabled
resident housing opportunities and services. Such housing should be centered in the

2009-2015

downtown area.
Goal: Guide new housing development into areas that minimize impacts on sensitive natural
resources so that the Town continues to be an attractive place to reside.
Objective: Encourage development in areas that will not result in property or environmental
damage.

Ongoing

Action: Utilizing information in the Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element, the
Town shall inventory and map sensitive resources that should be preserved to the greatest

2010-2011

extent possible.
Action: Encourage “low-impact” development that strives to retain natural vegetation that
can help reduce storm water runoff and flooding.
Action: Encourage landscaping and natural screening between building sites within the
downtown area.

Ongoing
Ongoing

Goal: Improve the existing housing stock to enhance quality, livability, and character.
Objective: Encourage the elimination of substandard, blighted, or deficient housing
throughout the Town, which will benefit housing values over time.
Action: Support the enforcement of residential codes and nuisance ordinance standards
that restriction and/or prohibit the accumulation of junk and debris.
Action: Use available federal, state, and local funds for housing rehabilitation grants and
loans to help owners improve their homes and building sites.
Action: Promote the preservation and rehabilitation of the existing housing stock.
Action: Encourage Bayfield County and the State of Wisconsin to further develop a housing
rehabilitation program utilizing low or no-interest loan program funds.

Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Goal: Provide for the appropriate design of residential developments which address the
daily living and recreational needs of residents.
Objective: Pedestrian movement within developments and around the community should
be accommodated.
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Ongoing

Table 10–2 Transportation Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: The transportation system in the Town of Iron River shall facilitate the safe and efficient
movement of its citizens within the Town while preserving the identity of the community.
Objective: Coordinate with other jurisdictions in enhancing transportation services.

Ongoing

Action: Establish open line of communication with Bayfield County, WisDOT, and local or
regional transit authorities to maintain and enhance transportation facilities throughout the

Ongoing

Town.
Action: Continue to establish a local network of roads that is connected, coordinated, and
affordable that will link residents to important community facilities and regional highways.
Action: Require private developers to design and construct roads currently under private
ownership to Town standards.

Ongoing
Ongoing

Goal: Transportation improvements shall balance environmental factors with transportation
needs and the desired land uses as identified in the future land use section of the
Comprehensive Plan.
Goal: The future transportation system should be flexible and multi-modal and provide for
the needs of citizens and businesses in the Town of Iron River.
Objective: Support efforts to expand walking, bicycling, transit, and other modes of
transportation.
Action: Work with local organizations interested in walking, bicycling, and other modes of
transportation.
Action: As demand grows for multi-modal transportation services the Town of Iron River
should designate routes for trails and transit corridors within the community.

Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
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Table 10–3 Utilities and Community Facilities Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: Maintain essential emergency services to protect the public health, safety and
welfare of the community.
Objective: Ensure there are adequate emergency services of police, fire, rescue, hazardous
event responses and emergency medical services.

Ongoing

Goal: Maintain and enhance community facilities and services, which contribute to the
quality of life for area residents.
Objective: Continue to evaluate the Town of Iron River’s Comprehensive Plan and develop
needed utilities and community facilities as deemed necessary.

Ongoing

Objective: Coordinate with Bayfield County and area school districts to ensure Town
residents’ library demands are being satisfied and determine ways to ensure the community

Ongoing

library remains successful.
Objective: Communicate with area school districts to discuss issues associated with growth
and development as it relates to potential changes in student enrollment.
Objective: Continue to support having good health care and education facilities within the
Town.
Objective: Determine the need for new community facilities that will be needed in the
future.

Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Goal: Utility improvements shall be planned in a collaborative way with surrounding
jurisdictions.
Action: Meet with representatives of utility companies to seek system upgrades in a timely
and cost-effective manner when they are necessary.

Ongoing

Action: Coordinate with Bayfield County to ensure that the county standards related for
telecommunication towers provide adequate protection and provisions for the Town of
Iron River. If deemed necessary, work with the county to update the standards to further

2010-2011

encourage co-location, stealth technologies, and other techniques to minimize the visual
impact of tall telecommunication towers.
Objective: Utility improvements shall balance environmental factors with the need to
rehabilitate and expand services and/or utility networks.
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Ongoing

Table 10–4 Agricultural, Natural, and Cultural Resources Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: Conserve, protect, manage, and enhance the Town’s natural resources, including but not
limited to, lakes, rivers/streams, wetlands, groundwater, forestlands, and other wildlife habitats in
order to provide the highest quality of life for the Town of Iron River’s citizens and visitors.
Objective: Enforce setback requirements for water resources by enforcing Town shoreland
standards when applicable.
Action: Educate residents about the importance of natural areas and wildlife corridors.

Ongoing
Ongoing

Objective: Endorse the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources watershed initiatives to
educate shoreland and basin property owners on the appropriate safe levels, application, timing

Ongoing

and safe types of fertilizers and pesticides applied to lawns and fields in the Town.
Objective: Identify Town stormwater inlets to lakes within the Town and monitor for quality and
quantity of runoff. Also monitor for signs of phosphorus entering the lakes.
Objective: Endorse the Wisconsin DNR watershed initiatives to restore altered shoreland vegetation
and prohibit removal of natural vegetation in critical shoreland areas.
Objective: Promote the establishment and maintenance of natural buffers along water resources.
Action: Encourage Bayfield County and the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to fund
buffer strips along streams and the lakeshores.
Action: Collaborate with state and local organizations whose charge is to enhance water quality.
Objective: Educate the public on best management practices that will ensure the protection of
natural resources.
Action: Publish or obtain information that can be distributed to residents on the disposal of
hazardous materials, such as paint, waste oils, computers, insecticides, etc.

Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Objective: Protect and manage local forested areas and other wildlife habitats.

Ongoing

Action: Encourage selective cutting in forest stands.

Ongoing

Action: Coordinate with WDNR to identify and protect wildlife habitats.

Ongoing

Action: Inventory and map sensitive resources that should be preserved to the greatest extent
possible.
Action: Encourage “low-impact” development that strives to retain natural vegetation.
Action: Discourage habitat fragmentation by encouraging development on the fringes of
identified habitat areas.
Action: Work and cooperate with local land trust and similar organizations on forest and wildlife
habitat protection, management, and preservation.

2010-2011
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Goal: Preserve and enhance cultural resources, including historical and archeological sites and
resources.
Objective: Coordinate with the Bayfield County Historical Society to update the inventory of
historic properties in the Town of Iron River and share this information with the State of Wisconsin

2010

Architecture and History Inventory.
Action: Develop a list of eligible or registered historical places in the Town.
Action: Work with private landowners on the preservation of historic buildings.

2011
Ongoing
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Table 10–5 Economic Development Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: Iron River should be a strong economic center.
Objective: Support the retention and enhancements of existing businesses through various
means including provision of necessary services and utilities at the lowest possible cost and
efficient access to surface transportation.

Ongoing

Objective: As appropriate provide financial assistance and/or incentives through state
and federal grants, low interest loans and other financial instruments to existing and new
companies.

Ongoing

Objective: Coordinate the provision of transportation and utility improvements necessary to
develop or redevelop industrial areas.

Ongoing

Objective: Support downtown Iron River as a distinct opportunity for commercial and service
establishments and housing. Encourage a variety of retail services for area residents.

Ongoing

Objective: Support the establishment of business incubators for technology-related activity
and other business and industrial pursuits.

Ongoing

Objective: Ensure that future commercial development is compatible with the existing
character of the Town of Iron River.

Ongoing

Policy: Prevent uncontrolled commercial strip development in areas outside of the
downtown.

Ongoing

Action: Ensure that the zoning code adequately addresses development standards that
reflect the characteristics of the Town (e.g. appropriate building materials, setbacks from
natural resources, signage, lighting, landscaping, etc.).

Ongoing

Action: New commercial activities should be limited to those areas designated for such use
on the Future Land Use Map in order to minimize adverse impacts upon surrounding land
use, particularly residential use.
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Ongoing

Table 10–6 Intergovernmental Cooperation Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: Improve communication with neighboring towns, Bayfield County, area school
districts, and state agencies
Objective: Notify the area school districts about proposed residential developments so the
districts may plan accordingly. Encourage the school district to provide input into these

Ongoing

decisions.
Objective: Notify appropriate state agencies of proposed land use changes and
development plans.
Action: WisDOT regarding proposed development projects adjacent to state trunk highways
so they can plan accordingly for future improvements.
Action: Coordinate with WisDOT and WDNR to ensure transportation facilities are safe and
natural resources are protected.
Objective: Seek ways to share community facilities and services with neighboring
communities and coordinate on multi-jurisdictional applications whenever possible.

Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Action: Inventory equipment and services of adjacent jurisdictions.

2010-2011

Action. Develop formal agreements when sharing and developing services.

2010-2011

Action: Explore the potential for mutual services with neighboring towns including road
development/maintenance, garbage collection, etc.
Action: Seek funds for housing rehabilitation in coordination with other jurisdictions.
Objective: Identify existing or potential conflicts between local governmental units,
including future land use trends, and describe processes to resolve such conflicts.
Action: Establish a conflict resolution process with adjoining and overlapping jurisdictions.

Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Action: Work with Bayfield County and the surrounding towns on land use and zoning issues.
Address potential annexation and boundary adjustments with neighboring municipalities

Ongoing

before they become an issue.
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Table 10–7 Land Use Implementation Schedule
Goals, Objectives, Actions

Target Date

Goal: Preserve Iron River’s small town character.
Action: Develop and administer a site plan review process to ensure a uniform image
throughout the community.
Action: Determine if existing zoning classifications are sufficient to meet the future needs of
the Town.
Objective: Coordinate with neighboring municipalities (towns and cities) regarding
anticipated future growth and day-to-day planning activities.
Action: Regularly meet with officials from adjacent towns and Bayfield County to discuss
future planning activities and developments that may impact all communities.
Objective: Encourage low-impact development especially in areas near sensitive natural
resources.

2010
2010
Ongoing
Ongoing
Ongoing

Action: Coordinate with Bayfield County to consider additional requirements for
conservation considerations in lakeshore areas. These requirements and best management
practices should establish a minimum percentage of area that shall be preserved in a

Ongoing

development and create buffers zones and screens along roads and sensitive natural
resources (i.e. steep slopes, wooded areas, wetlands, lakes, etc.).
Objective: Provide continual public review and a public-based amendatory process to the
comprehensive plan.
Action: Conduct a review of the comprehensive plan on an annual basis.

Ongoing

Action: Development light-imprint guidelines and downtown design guidelines for Iron River.

2010-2011

Action: Utilize the plan commission to inform the Town of Iron River recommended changes
needed within the comprehensive plan as land use patterns or trends change.
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Ongoing

Ongoing

Plan Amendments and Updates
Evaluating the Comprehensive Plan is an ongoing process and will, at
some time, lead to the realization that the plan requires updating and
amendments. The time that elapses between the completion of the plan
and the need to amend the plan depend greatly on evolving issues,
trends, and land use conditions. Periodic updates will allow for updates to
statistical data, and too ensure the plan’s goals, objectives, and actions
reflect the current conditions, needs, and concerns. The Comprehensive
Planning legislation requires plan updates at least every 10 years. The Town
of Iron River Plan Commission will remain flexible in determining when and
how often the plan should be updated. Generally, a comprehensive plan
update should not be expected more often than once every five years.
A tremendous amount of change can occur in a community over just a
couple of years and the Town of Iron River will be prepared to address
changing conditions with timely plan updates. Amendments to the plan will
follow the requirements of State law and will be evaluated for consistency
with the existing plan, including all elements.
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Town of Iron River – Aerial Map
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EXISTING LAND USE MAP
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NATURAL RESOURCE MAP

BIKE ROUTE MAP
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